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T have drawn up here ſome of the Lord's mercies. 


and dealings with my foul, and ſome deep exer- 
caſes of mand at 1 Gs and firſt on the 


27th of July, 1624. 


and come to the gate with Mr Robert Ram- 
ſay, I began ſenſibly to behold the glory of 


Nu in Glaſgow after I am cifew 1 


the ſun and brightneſs of the day, whereupon J 
began to ſpeak ſomewhat of the glory in heaven ; 


being come a little off the town, (going to Falkirk) 
Mr David Dickſon and I being our alone, (Mr 
Robert having left us) he began to ſpeak ſome of 


his own experiences in Turza, being one day un- 
der great wreſtlings and miſbelief was in great per- 
plexity, which evening at laſt in prayer found 


comfort, and faith made lively to him. Where- 


upon he began to ſpeak of miſbelief in particular, 
and of inherent righteouſneſs which is in all men 
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by nature, he urged in many points how it was a 
bar to faith, and then began by God's ſpecial provi- 
dence and cleared my mind both of many errors in 
the manner of the ſeeking of God and ſalvation, as 
alſo of diverſe doubts all out of the word, viz. the 
epiſtle to the Romans, as follows hereafter more 
particularly, ſo my conſcience being convinced [ be- 
| gan to apprehend things more deeply, at laſt I ſaw 
f dlearly the whole manner of my former ſeeking of 
ER. God was in effect ever to have had ſomething in 
„ my own boſom of my own righteouſneſs to preſent 
] Sad withal, when rather I ſhould have come to Gd 
{ in the ſight and ſenſe of my own vileneſs and fil- 
thineſs to have ſought righteouſneſs and ſalvation 
co be had only in Chriſt. Km. iii. 22, 23. In the 
time of his diſcourſe. I prayed that his diſcourſe 
might be made lively to me, his diſcourſe and doc- 
trine of juſtification deduced from the epiſtle fore- 
- ſaid being ended, I was mightily affected therewith, | 
ſo that I defired him to repeat it over again, having 
2 ended the ſecond time, the Lord in an inſtant, *% 
*  .Þ. after a wonderful manner made me apprehend theſe 


* 


'”  * things following. {Ee 

* 1½, That my former ſeeking of God was not af- 
ter a right manner. 2d/y, The Lord bare in upon 
me the light of his law, whereby I was made to fee 

_» myſelf a miſerable and a vile ſinner, polluted with 
all manner of uncleanneſs, which having weighted | 
me a little, the Lord 3dly, By his Spirit ſpake to 
my conſcience, ſaying as it were ſenſibly to my ſoul, 
will thou for all that believe and I will ſhew thee | 
mercy, and with the motion I received ſtrong faith | 
to believe, and with that my ſoul was filled with |; 

ſunch an unſpeakable meaſure of heavenly FOTO | 
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and peace of conſcience that I was not able to ſpeak 
a word, but burſt out in abundance of joyful 
tears that I was forced to ſhout and cry immediate- 
ly, being aſked at by him whether joy or forrow, 1 
was not able to anſwer him, being filled and raviſh- 
ed with the ſenſe and feeling of peace and joy un- 
utterable, at laſt I burſt out with this one word, 
My heart is in heaven, it was indeed in the time the 
moſt heavenly word that ever came out of my 
mouth, I continued this way a little ſpace, the 


7 Spirit forced me to bid him give God thanks for 


me, which we did in a retired place a little on 


this fide of Calder Kirk, he had in the time himſelf 
a trembling and a little feeling of peace and joy. 


Then I began to meditate and perceived that the 
doctrine and his diſcourſe upon the epiſtle forefaid, 
and the manner of the Lord's revealing himſelf to 
me were agreeable and jumpt in all points and cir- 
cumſtances. The particulars were theſe. 1. The 


1 Lord put an earneſt prayer in my mouth. 2. The 


manner of the work which had four points before 


| rehearſed. 3. A thankſgiving ; I remarked ſome 


other circumſtances, as I. It was private between 


| him and me only and not in a Kirk publicly which 


might have moved bluſhing or elſe hypocriſy. 2. 


lt was not my alone in a chamber, whereupon might 
Z have riſen doubtings of the ſoundeſs of the work. 

* 3. It was not at ſermon, which ordinarily will move 
one molt, but in conference from the word. Thus 


in all reſpects being confirmed of the certainty of 


| 5 God's work which I long looked for, in came Satan 
with his temptations, calling all-in queſtion ; firſt 


he ſuggeſted that it might low from natural grounds 


4 1 and reaſons, to the which I replied, or rather the 


#3 Lord 
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Lord by me, that it was according to God's word 
therefore no fantaſie nor deluſion. Next there was 
no worldly purpoſe, nor mclancholy ſubject in my 
mind for the time all that day of no ſort good nor 
evil, therefore no inclination in nature to work that 
Work nor yet no appearance neither poſſibility for 
ide time thereaway. Immediately after this tempt · 
ation the Lord caſt in my mind that Chriſt himſelf 
was tempted after a voice was heard from heaven 
ſaying, this is my well beloved Son, &c. calling in 
queſtion whether he was ſo or not, how Satan durſt 
call that in queſtion how. God's work in me ho W 
clear ſoever it be, the Lord put in my mind what 
was that heavenly rejoicing the two diſciples found 
going down to Emmaus Chriſt expounding to them 
the Scriptures. The ſecond temptation followed 
immediatly on the back of that, to have blown me 
up with pride and a high conceit in myſelf as a man 
ingularly bleſſed of God, therefore I might eſteem 
to and fo of myſelf, I ſhew'd both to Mr David who 
confirmed me int all and ſaid at laſt to me ye have 
no matter in yourſelf to rejoice or boaſt of, but on- 
ly tet your joy and rejoicing be in the Lord's free 
grace and good will, for ſays he albeit the Sun ſhine 
clearly on a midding yet it remains a midding when 
all is done, ſee ye (ſaid he to me) albeit the Sun of 
righeouſneſs have ſhined upon your heart ye remain 
in yourſelf a draff midding, and what ye are, ye are 
it in Chriſt. The doctrine and diſcourſe that Mr 
David had with me was grounded on the epiſtle to 
the Romans whereupon the mercy forſaid flowed, 
which 1 have abridged here for my memory's cauſe. + 
The apoſtle to the Romans, firſt, ſecond, and to YZ 
the 20 verſe of the iii. chapter proves all fleth _ N 
5 1 2 under 
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word under fin and wrath and enemies to God, 


was & concludes that no man is juſtified by the deeds of 


| nor ili. he commends to all men another righteouſneſs 
that Z viz. The righteouſneſs of God by faith in Chriſt, 
for which is only able to ſtop the mouth of all fleſh. 
mpt- and to give God the glory of his free grace, And 


the law and from the 20 verſe to the end of chapter 


mſelf : | in the iv. chapter he proves that it was this righteouſ- 
aven | neſs that Abraham and David were juſtified by be- 


tore the Lord, Abraham before the law, David un- 


durſt der the law. And in the v. chapter he commends this 
how way of juſtification as the only way to reconcile us 
what to God, to pacify our conſcience, to fill us with joy 
bund in the midſt of trouble, and that upon good grounds. 
them and in the vi. chapter he proves that this ſort of 
wed © juſtification is the only way to further ſanctification, 


to make us to die to ſin, and live to righteouſneſs, 
In the vii. chapter this juſtification. by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, without reſpect to the deeds of the law, is 
the only mean to bear down the ſtrength of fin in 
the renewed man, and to comfort him in the con- 
flict which he has with the relicks of fin yet remain- 


free ing in him while he- lives. And in the viii. chapter he 
ſhine clears that this ſort of juſtification by the imputed 
when © righteouſneſs of Chriſt is able to make a man triumph 
in of 5 over. the terrors of the law, the accuſations of the 
main conſeience, bands of death and the grave, and all the 
e are © troubles that can befal us betwixt and then; fo that 
t Mt neither heaven nor earth, man, angels, nor devils, 
le to things preſent nor things to come &. can ſeparate a 
wed, ſoul fo jultiti-d from the love of God which is in 
auſe. Chriſt Jeſus. This is that new and living way for our 
id to ſouls and the only way to clear the free grace of Gd 
to be (itaout reſpect to our works) to be the only foun- 
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tain of all our happineſs, as ; the apoſtle makes clear 

in the example of the election of Jacob and rejecting 

of Eſau before they had actually done either good 

or evil, and of rejecting the Iſraelites who ſought 

righteouſneſs and ſalvation as it were by the works 

of the law, and electing of the Gentiles who had no 
W orks at all to boaſt of, and in chapter i ix, x, xi. 


foreſaid anſwering hoth to the looſe Libertine, and 

 aveak Chriſtian, to every one of their objections as 
Ve may perceive by the drift of this which 1 have 
e compounded. 


7 2 were ds amplified by him in the time 
| 


This was the fit time that ever the Lord mani- | 

| Afeſted himſelf to my feeling, I was ſeeking the Lord | 

as it might be two or three years before this, under 

} great weakneſs, wreſtling and overcome many a time 
with ſtrong corruptions, yea which was ſtrange J | 
found never fin ſo ſtrong nor my beaſtly corrupti- | 
ons ſo powerfully prevailing and leading me captive 
to fin as ſince I began to ſeek God both before this 
time, and after, and it was God's wonderful good- 
neſs that moe of my ſins were not known to others, 

| and that I was upholden free of many moe out- 
* breaking ſcandalous fins nor I fell in, for the pow- 

i; er, dominion, and reigning of fin at this time, and 

l {ome years thereafter was not yet abated ; but was 
| leading me captive like a ſlave many a time, not on- 


[ ly in my affections but in action, times without 
i number, and yet notwithſtanding. was praying and 
7 feebly fighting againſt them as it might be: but the 

k: truth was this I would fain be quit of fin and ſhot 


it away with the one hand, and yet ſuch was the 
| power 
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for in the latter end of this ſpace foreſaid I began 
to conceit too much of myſelf as thinking that ſin 

bad gotten a dead ſtroke and ſhould never have re- 


have 


mani- 


Lord 
to confeſs to God; 
followed e ee eaſe and ſecurity, and in the 
end of that the ſubtile devil ſliding me away from 
God and caſt me into the puddle of my former ſin 
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power and ſweetneſs of it, in, and to the fleſh, that 


I would have drawn it to me with the other hand, 
I had never peace but a continual warfare and 
Z wreſtling with it, but was often ſhamefully trode 
under foot. 


Immediately after this N ſenſe and 3 


of God's reconciled face and favour in Chriſt, and 
of other two that followed in the months enſuing 
which I have alſo written, I was the ſpace of nine 


or ten weeks as I thought in a heavenly life, but 
doleful was the after clap that came ere all was done 


vived again, ſo that when I went to my knees I 
thought I was clean of all ſin, and had nothing 
upon the back of this there 


and drown'd me in the pleaſures of my vile luſts: 
and ſo was like a dog in a mire to my wonted vo- 
mir, for a long time or I enjoyed the face and favour 


away from the living God, for God, even our God 


is a conſuming fire, 


Follows the other two feelings and refreſhments in 


write, 


4 16. Anno 1624. Being in Irvine upon 
12 at the hearing of the word, the text was in 


x; Pfalm cxix. . My heart fell! in love with the doctrine, 
4 which 


of God again. It is an evil and bitter thing to depart 


the next two * months which 1 ſaid I would 
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which was eſpecially raiſed from the 87. ver. the la tl 


of the Lord is perfect converting the ſoul. Amongſt 
other points he ſpake ſomething concerning the 
doctrine of juſtification. The ſermon being ended 


TI went with Mr Robert Ramſay to our breakfaſt, Z 
during the whole time my heart was ſpiritually re- 
Joicing, and when we had done, in the time when #x 


he was giving God thanks for our refreſhment my 


heart began to melt, and immediately thereafter ® 
(the houſe being private to ourſelves two alone) ! 
ruſhed out in abundance of tears, my heart being 
filled with the ſenſe of the love of God, ſo finding 
great peace and calmneſs of mind I went in private 
and gave thanks unto God. I began then to medi- 


tate on the circumſtances and uſes of the ſame. 


x. Before ſermon the Lord put an earneſt petition |} g 
in my mouth that I might find his powerful preſence ** 


attending it. 2. The doctrine was one and the ſame 


in ſubſtance (albeit delivered in another manner and 


in other terms) which Mr David had going to Fal- 
kirk with me. 3. The Lord wrought not this feel- 
ing and ſenſe of his love in the time of the hearing 
of the word leaſt I ſhould have aſcribed fome part 
of the glory thereof to the inſtrument. 4. The Lord 

ut (as at the firſt time) in my heart and mouth a 
hearty thankſgiving, with humble and hearty peti- 
tions for grace in time to come. 5. Was that which 
I found in company coming home that night, which 
I will not write here, but only notes this by the way 
of memento for my own uſe, | = 

The Lord renewed this ſenſe of his favour up- 
on the 4. of September 1624. being the communi - 
on in Irvine, my heart began to warm with the 


doctrine deduced out of John xii. 27. but * 
| : 
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the 32. where Chriſt ſays if he were lifted up he 
Zwould draw all men unto him. Indeed my ſoul was 
lifted up, and could in no cafe contain myſelf but_ | 
behoved to guſh out in floods of tears, theſe tat 
were about me partly marvelled, others that knew : 
the like manner of working as Mr Robert Ramſay, 
Mr Matthew Mowat bleſſed. God with me; I had 
Zincontinent a temptation on the back of it, to mif- 
take the work of God's Spirit, working by his word. 
It pleaſed the Lord to put a threefold petition in 
my mouth, firſt I beſought the Lord that I might 
thro' grace not belye his Spirit's working. Next that 
re the Lord would keep me humble that I ſwelled not, 
li- and thirdly, that I might not be unmindful thereof 
but give back to God the praiſe of his own free 
n grace. The which to do the Lord grant me for 
2 Chriſt's ſake, to whom be praiſe for ever. Amen. 
7e This melting of heart and ſenſe of the love of God 
Was again renewed to me in Irvine at the preaching 
I of that ſcripture about the Canaanitiſh woman in 
1- winter 1626. during this time (as I have written 
8 formerly) and white little after the beginning of the 
t 9 year 1628. I found never the power and dominion 
d of my predominant abated, nor in no ſort mortified 
2 beſide many other vile and beaſtly ſins accompany- 
ging the ſame leading me captive continually to ſin; 
the Lord many a time allured me both with his fa- 
h vours and mercies at ſome times, and at other times 
y ſhored me with his rods, yet all did not the turn, 
= har til the Lord's own appointed time as after follow- 
erh. 5 8 | | 
- 3 Upon the 16. of January 1627. I was in Eglintoun 
e dealing by all means with my lord to pet ſettling 
and agreement about my room, but could find _— 
2 | after 
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after he was gone from home my lady and I con- 
ferring in her own chamber alone, firſt concerning 
afflictions in general, and then of my own in parti- 
cular, I was ſhewing her that the Lord's part to- 
wards me was both juſt and holy in puniſhing of 


me for my ſins which I very ſweetly entertained in 
my heart to his majeſties diſhonour in marring and 
defacing of the beginning of his work of grace in me, 


and to the wounding and waſting of my own con- 


ſeience, yet I hoped that the Lord in end ſhould | 
bring it about to his own glory and my good. In 
the mean time it pleaſed the Lord to fill my ſoul =: 
with ſuch refreſhment of his love and kindneſs that 


a ſhower of his ſenſible preſence diſſolved my heart, 


and made it to mel: in abundance of joyful tears ſo * 
that I was not able to contain myſelf but burſt out in 
her preſence with a loud voice, the Lord filling my 
mouth with his praiſes, bleſſing him twenty times 


that ever I knew his majeſty and the ſweetneſs of 
his favour and preſence. My lady ran and cloſed 
both the chamber doors and deſired me that we 


ſhould both humble ourſelyes apart and give glory 


to God for the riches of his unſearchable mercy to- 


ward me, which being done we conferred a little, ſhe 
always bleſſing God for me that ſhe was made wit- | 
neſs of God's glorious preſence and Spirit's working 
after ſuch a ſenſible and lively manner; we parted 
with blyth hearts, and I came away rejoicing. Again 
within a month upon the 12. of February 1627. The 
Lord wrought in the like manner with me in her 
pteſence in the hall of Eglintoun about ten hours 
-at night none being preſent but Robert Livingſton 2 
and Helen I gat myſelf in ſome meaſure contained 


and run down the ſtair to a private place where a E, 
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IN pleſt God for ſuch ſenſible outlettings to me: the 
ing words that L was ſpeaking to my lady in the time 
rti- ere of ſtrong hope and confidence that the Lord 
would not only provide for me and mine, but alſo 
that he would make this ſhaking rod a mean both 
to humble and ſanctify me, and that the world by 
nd his grace ſhould ſee my patience and reſolute courſe 
to ſerve my God in the humility of my ſpirit &c. I 
Faid to her in the time that my heart was in heaven 
and that I perceived a ſhower of his grace deſcend- 
ing to melt my heart, and as | had faid the words fo 
dul it pleaſed the Lord to work as is aforeſaid. The 
nat Lord ſuffer me not to be unmindful of theſe his 
great favours. Upon the ſabbath immediately be- 
fo fore this being the 11. of February 1627. I was 


in Wall the day mightily born down with the fear of my 
ny **maſter's malice and oppreſſion in ſhoaring to put 
1eS me out of my room, I was ſo oppreſt in my mind 
of that if it had been both my life and eſtate I thought 
ed I could have been no more moved, I could find no 


we reſt nor ſolid comfort pray and read as Iwould, being 
Ty as it were overwhelmed all the day (being the ſab- 
o- Fbath) at laſt in the evening I found ſome. eaſe and 
be quietneſs to grow, this Scripture being caſt in my 
1t- mind and made lively, no affliction for the preſent 
ng is joyous but grievous. Heb. xii. Then ſaid I fool 
ed that thou art, why ſhould you be over much diſ- 
an quieted, ſeeing the word ſays, that it will be fo, 
he lift up thy heart therefore and believe in him who 
er has ſaid he will never leave nor forſake them that 
ars truſt in him. The Lord is thy helper why ſhould 
on thou be afraid what man can dounto thee. Heb. xiii. 
ed This was made lively in the time, whereby I took 


e [ heart and was encouraged, whereupon followed a 
eſt == . number 
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number of gracious uſes, that the Lond caſt i into 
my mind, one after another.. Þ 
YEE The Lord would let me ſee, hore was no 
ſtrength in myſelf to bear out the leaſt afffiction; 
when he gives it a ſtamp to the heart, he will make 
it ding a man upon his houghs, unleſs he upportY 
and uphold him. 
2.1 thought any trouble that concerned the world, 
or world's goods, could not trouble over much, o 
long as I was not likely to be driven to extreme 
want, but the Lord let me ſee the contrary. 
23ꝗ. Being fo toſſed myſelf, with the fears of the 1 
Maſter's oppreſſion, it learned me this; in wiſdom, 2c 
meekneſs and love, to comport and bear with my 
wife's weakneſs; who was often heavity grieved with 2 1 
this ſame ſhoared rod, which made me to fret, and p 
chaffe againſt her, being born up in the time my- 
ſelf: ſo that I thought ſhe ſhould have been no more 9 
troubled with the fear of it nor myſelf; the Lord 
give me wiſdom in this point, knowing that ſhe 1 is 
the weaker veſſel, c. 0 * 
4. That finding this trouble and vexation of mind| 1, 
with a rod ſhaken and not laid on, learned me this, 
that grievous would it be, when the Lord Rruck, $4 
and himſelf upheld not. . 
| 5. That grief and trouble of mind at the time, 
be it trouble, inward or outward; the ſharper the. oft 
weight of any affliction, either on, or feared to be 
laid on, makes the delivery the ſweeter when it comes. 1 0 
6. It learns me this, to be making myſelf ready 
for harder ſets and trials; and therefore to be ga- 
thering ſtore out of his word, to help againſt the 
time of need, 


7. It will learn me this, that when any weight 4 4 pr 
min 
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© mind comes ↄgain, that I ſhould believe and truſt 
in God, from former experiences, upon the ſame 
grounds of his former love, favour, kindneſs, truth, 

and power; that all ſhall work for the beſt, and 
that he will give a gracious outgate, relief, ond de- 
liverance, in his own time and manner, as he thinks 


10 


on; | 
ke 0 
Port 


meeteſt, as my caſe and ſtrait requires his help: on- 
ld, 4 ly be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy 
heart, if thou hope in the Lord, Pſalm. Xxxi. * 
and Pſalm xxvii. 14. Cc. | 
| 8. It learns me this, that I ſhould reed to 
wy Abe thankful for all his rem. and particular mer- 


9 


, ſo | 
eme | 


eich an demoliſned, and trod under foot, piece and 

and“ i piece; and to get grace and godlineſs, advanced more 

my land more, &c. | 

1ore 18 The Lord work theſe reſolutions in my benpr; 

ord? and give me both the will and the deed, apd that 

e is of his good pleaſure for Chriſt's lake, to him be 

praiſe, for evermore. Amen. 

aind i 

this, Follows the manner of a deep Exerciſe, which I 

ack, bad in Auguſt 1627. Wherein the Lord had his hand, 
in his righteous judgment chaſtiſing me for known 

ime, 1 zus; and Satan his hand of malice, deep craft, and 

the ſiubtile temptations : and my perverſe deceitful heart 


o be 1 oining with Satan, to my own deſtruction, had not 
mes.“ the Lord ſtepped in, and diſappointed him of his 
eady cruelty, and drawn me out of the horrible pit and 


ga- 1 clay, that 1 was /i — into, etc. 
the 


—_—_ The Lord s part was juſt and righteous, f in 
it of! Jpunitkin g and chaſtiling me (as follows hereafter) 
nind 7 i B not 


to redeem the time, by wiekliog with God, to get 


14 ; The Memairs of 
not only for the ſeed and ſpayn of every evil, and | 


lin that I perceived my corrupted nature inclined | 


to, in tranſgreſſing of his law, my conſcience bear- 
ing me witneſs of the ſame; but alſo for ſeveral and 
particular predominant and boſom ſins, that got 
over great entertainment in my affections; Satan 
having luſtred them with ſtrange pretences, and 
ſhews of good, which ever were reſiſted, and with- * 
ſtood by me; but at laſt, being preſſed and born 
down with the power of fin (having preſented them 
at divers times to the Lord, that the power of them 
might be abated, and not reign in me; yet ever 
with a ſecret idol in my heart) I began to diſhearten 
and weary of the uſe of the means, as thinking that 
the Lord would not deliver nor help me; I would 7 
have been days together, and not bowed a knee, 
whereupon there followed great ſecurity, hardneſs of 
heart, deadneſs of ſpirit : ſo that I became every dax 
idle in the Lord's work, and in the exerciſe of piety :: 
and godlineſs for the moſt part, whereby miſbelief 3 
got ſuch place in my heart, that all things concern- 2! 
ing God, and another life, were as far called in que- 
ſtion by me almoſt, as if I had been an Atheiſt ; for 
Satan and my own deceitful heart, ever ſuggeſted theſe 
three main temptations. (Among many moe) Firſt, 
By bearing in upon me ſuch difficulty, and impoſſi- 
bility of performance of the promiſes, and free of- 
fer of grace in the word; that ſtill I miſbelieved 
God's truth and power, as thinking he could not 
effectuate his promiſes. Next, the ever preſent ſenſe 
of guiltineſs, and challenges of the conſcience for ſuch 
and ſuch ſins, as indeed were true; neither could 
I deny them, held me ever boring in my eye upon 
ſin alone, and always holding me off Chriſt, and his 
| | righteoul- 
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HE righteouſneſs; made me till to call in queſtion 


nd 
God's mercy, and all becauſe of this deceit, as not 
finding ſuch a meaſure of holineſs, and ſanctificati- 


on in myſelf, as I would have wiſhed: which was in 


* 


nd 


{os effect, to have acquired an inherent calked righte- 
9 ouſneſs of mine own, and conſequently to have 
't led from Chriſt. I ſay not this, for that inherent 


Z holineſs and ſanctification ſhould not be purſued, 
mn and aimed at; but I ſay it for this end, that none 
2 ſhould quit grips of Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, 
which is imputed to us by faith! yea, if it were to 
to the laſt gaſp, find in ourſelves what we pleaſe, 
for the right way, how to attain to ſanctification, is 
firſt, and above all things, to believe in him that 
juſtifies the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. that is in Chriſt 
alone, who is made of God unto us, wiſdom, righ- 
of teouſneſs, ſanctification, &c. This being laid as the 
ay ground, then let us ſeek all grace and ſtrength from 
Ty him, in whom only it is to be found; that we may 
ef ¶ do all things, through him that ſtrengthens us, and 
n- to get whole Chriſt, to do all our work, G. 
-The Lord perceiving, that neither his gracious 
or manner of dealing in refreſhing of my heart at ſun- 
le '# dry times before, with his own preſence, neither 
/t, = yet his rods, ſome of them ſhoared only; others 
li- of them laid on, could not move me to believe, nor 
f. + ſtand in awe of bis threatning : neither yet forſake 
ed in my affections, the pleaſure and ſweet of my bo- 
ot ſom ſins; which by the deceitfulneſs and continu- 
fe ance thereof, grew very powerful: that it drew the 
v4 uſil of my deſires and affections con- 


3 nt 


ch the whole P 

Id tinually, night and day thereaway. So that in a 
N 2 word, it made the whole powers, and faculties of 
. ſoul and body, to become ſerviceable and (laviſh un- 
i- 2 | B 2 . to 


16 3 Memoirs pe: 


to it, being ern down with ſore temptations, and 
no power in me; at laſt my thoughts thereaway | 


ſeized with horror of mind, and weakened, and ma- 


ny a time, at that time, and thereafter brake off my 


ſleep to me, with ſudden, and ſometime dreadful 7 
wakenings. The Lord I ſay, perceiving this, that 
L had loofed the reins of my affections, with a down- - 
born head, to follow the idol of ſinful courſes; in 
his juſtice, and juſt judgment (yet in great and rich 1 
mercy) withdrew himſelf, and let Satan looſe on 7 
me, in a crafty, and viola manner: who trailed 
me by the heels, through the mires of my own mud- 
dy corruptions, being given over (for a time) to 
ſtrong delufion, ſo that I became a beaſt, and not 
2 man; that of a truth, I was lying in the gall of 


bitterneſs, and way of condemnation : thus bein 
toſſed with the body of fin (from the which actually 


1 pleaſed the Lord ſtill to uphold me, bleſſed be be 
therefore!) and raging in the top of my predominant '# 
affections. Upon the 19th of Augu/?, 1627, being 
Sabbath at night; about midnight, the Lord in his 
righteous judgment, thundered terrors in my ſoul, 
and 2 confuſed trouble of mind in a high and vehe- 1 
ment manner unſpeakable (which no words can ex- 
preſs, neither can none be made to conceive, unlefs 
rngy have felt ſome meaſure of the ſame, either in 


zuſtice or mercy) that I was forced to cry out loud, 


and roar in a fearful manner; to the great attoniſh- 3 

ment of my family, and ſome neighbours that were 
ſpeedily ſent for, for the ſpace of ſome hours, while 
Mr John Bell having come from his own houſe to 


me. Thereafter, being ſomewhat gathered, upon 
the firſt apprehenſion, my conſcience being awak- 


ned, it preſently challenged my boſom 28 as the 
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F JOHN MITCHELL. 17 
principal cauſe of that great and weighty confuſi- 
and 2 on. So that my conſcience began to ſtir, and be 
afraid, apprehending mortality, and ſudden diſſolu- 
tion; and conſequently, nothing but wrath and. 
y hell-fire, to have been my portion for ever: at laſt, 
the fearful confuſion, and my horrible crying, be- 
gan to ſober and calm. After this, I ſeemed to get 
floods of repenting tears, with great rolling of bo- 
dy, and anxiety of mind, for the ſpace of an hour; 
'Z thereafter Mr John Bell (to whom I was not a little 
&? beholden, during the whole time of my trouble) 
began firſt to pray, and exhort next; but all in 
valn to me for the time, becauſe of challenges of 
deep hypocriſy; that I neither durſt, nor could ap- 
ply any promiſe of merey; neither could I lift up 
mine eyes to heaven, being poſſeſt with the ſenſe and 
ſight of vile guiltineſs: unbelief and hardneſs of 
heart, only prevailed. About the break of day, I 
I fell into a dead and ſenſleſs ſecurity, and ſleeped 
about an hour, a dririſome ſleep. I lay that day, 
in a ſenſleſs ſecurity, and the moſt part of all that 
week; notwithſtanding of all, my temptations be- 
gan to revive, and lurk themſelves in my fleſh again; 
:# whereupon the next enſuing Sabbath, the Lord tryſt- 
ed me with the ſame perplexity of mind (albeit not 
els in ſuch a high meaſure) together with ſome lightneſs 
in and diſtemper of body and head, that theſe who be- 
id, held me, were afraid my wits ſhould have cracked: 
h- Satan his craft, in deluding of me, like an angel of 
re light; ſuggeſting to me, as my only beſt, for the 
ie mortifying my ſinful affections; neither to eat nor 
to drink, was the feen cauſe of this my diſtemper. 
on + This crafty hunter, and my deceitful heart, being 
k- 2» deluded, had conſpired the overthrow, both of my 
5 A ſoul 
in- : | 


18 The Memoirs of 

ſoul and body, had not the Lord in great mercy | 
prevented it; marvel not to ſee any man deluded, 
teiſled, born off his feet, made a beaſt and a fool as 
the Pſalmiſt ſays under fore ſets and temptations: 
to be ſhort my ſtate in deadneſs and ſecurity con- 


tinued the ſpace of twenty days, and the third ſab- 
bath upon the ſame temptation I was born down 


with great grief of mind after the former manner; 
it were longſome to vrite all circumſtances and 
conferences that I had with ſundry during this time 
eſpecially with Mr John Bell: I loſt my ſtomach, 
grew weak in body, and had a diſtempered head 
for many days after, which ordinarily was never nor 
yet ſince fore at any time. 

At near the end of the twenty days Mr David Dick- 
{on viſiting me (as often before) I began to enquire 


what I ſhould do, and what was the beſt courſe to 


be rid of thele ſore tem ptations, and what way belt ; 

| would get my ſtrong corruptions mortified that! 
might win to ſome greater peace of mind, and to 
ſoine more meaſure of ſanctification. His anſwer 
firſt was an experience of his own, wherein he had 
an heavenly diſcourſe and fair light but here I paſs 
by it as-not expedient to write. 1. To be freed from 
temptations and fin, look not for it (ſays he) in this 
life, but lay your hand on your mouth and be con- 
tent to wreſtle againſt them while ye are living. 
2. The Lord ſuffers fin to be in his own to keep 


them humble, leſt they ſoughtrighteouſnels in their 


own boſom and fo made ſaviours of themſelves. 3. 
The Lord ſuffers it to be that fo much the more the 


largeneſs of his love may be magnified to poor ſin- 


ners in the infinite and ſuperabundant invaluableneſs 
of the all- ſufficiency of _ his righteouſneſs and 


merits, . 
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"JOHN MITCHELL. 19 


Wrnerits, not only being extended once for our juſti- 
„7 fication, but alſo daily for our ſanctification, who 
is made of God ſo to us by imputation, and then 


piece and piece to the end of our life by operation, 


to the which time that he perfect us, he daily purges 
dus and cleanſes us from our pollutions upon our 
coming to him by repentance, and ſo becomes not 
only a Saviour once but new ſalvation to us daily 
by waſhing us in that fountain whereby we are 
27 purged from our daily pollutions and made clean, 
„this is that which Chriſt ſays he that is waſhen 
| needs not fave to walh his feet. John. xiii. 10. 
4. He ſuffers ſin to. be in his own, that he may 
make the tail and excrements of ſin to be dung 
back in the face of ſin, that it may be as a ſcar- 
| crow to keep is. from fin to come. 
= of all it is God's will. that his own children with 
whom he is well pleaſed in Chriſt, ſhould be 
brought to nothing in themſelves, that they may 
be all in all, out of themſelves in Chriſt, bein 

emptied of ſclf-love and ſelf- confidence, for this 
cauſe the apoſtle was buffeted with Satan's temp- 
{ tations 2 Cor. xii. Theſe things both while he was 
with me and all that night were made lively to me, 
vet within two days I was as ſore born down as be- 


5 And laſt 


fore. At laſt it pleaſed the Lord (twenty days or 
thereby being ended) to put earneſt deſires of pray- 
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5 oo in my mind, being in the fields with ſome of my 


! own ſervants, but not finding a commodious place, 
Þ haſted me homeward to my own yard, where at 


| 3 rating wind and filled both my heart and mouth 


with heavenly petitions near by the ſpace of an 
hour, that my tongue was not able to follow my 
mind, 


4 Ll 
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mind, there was a clear heaven in my foul, faith was : 
wonderful pure and ſtrong, fo that Satan, ſin, temp- | 3 
tations, atheiſm, miſbelief, hardneſs of heart and 
wandering of mind vaniſhing away like ſmoke for 
that preſent, ſo that there was nothing but true | 
peace and quietneſs within and without, my mou | I 
with my heart were filled with praiſes and bleſling 
of God a thouſand times or I ſtirred, for his rich | 
mercies, that in the midſt of wrath had remembred || 
mercy to my poor ſoul, this was about three in the | 
afternoon, 1 ſpent the reſt of that day in praying & o 
and praiſing of God, who had drawn me out of a | 
horrible pit and put a new ſong in my mouth. Palm. 2 
xl. Then as the night drew near I began to think 
on the manner of the Lord's work, whereupon 14 
wrote ſome uſes as follows. Firſt, I began to con- | 
ſider the reaſons of the Lord'schaſtifing me after ſuch 
a manner, which I found directly to be for ſin, and. 
that I might be made to diſguſt and quit the pleaſure Þ . 
thereof, chiefly my predominant, Secondly, that I We: 
might be awakened out of the dead ſleep of ſecurity i 
whereinto I was fallen, chiefly in the wearying of iW: 
theſe means that God had appointed for my ſalvation, . 
Thirdly, I marked that no mean, no inſtrument, in , 
itſelf, no hand, no help, but God alone by his ſpirit | Ki 
can give clearing and an outgate from bee e 5 
none but himſelf alone can calm the ſtorm and make . 
muddy waters clear. &c. Fourthly, to learn me to Il 
Tive by faith (and neither by ſight, ſenſe, nor reaſon) It. 
as the ſovereign mean in all aſſaults whatſoever. In 
Next his mercies were great to me, firſt, that not- pe 
withſtanding my temptations were many, ſtrongly 
born in and violently thundered in upon me to di- 
verſe ſins, yet I was keeped up from actual and Wh 
conſequently 
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uth and fourthly, In preſerving me from further ſickneſs 
ling t that time, being the time of harveſt. . Upon the 


rich Morrow immediately after this, about 12 hours, the 
red power of faith, the life of faith; the effects there- 
the pf, were wonderfully born in upon me, as follows. 
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onſequently, from any ſcandal : Next, that he 
ook me not away in the midſt of my ſickneſs, but 
opes, that he has ſpared me for the day of mercy; 
nd thirdly, from keeping my brain uncracked ; 


ing Firſt, I was commanded to believe, 1 John iii. and 


7 


of a hat under the pain (if T obeyed not) of God's curſe, 
Im. ind making him à lyar, 1 John v. 10. And for the 


# 


ink fftects of faith, all theſe places following, were born 
n I In on me, as faſt as I could ſit down, and write 
on- them: as namely, We are ju/tified by it, Rom. ut. 
uch g. And by it, we have peace with God, Rom. v. 
and . By it alone, we receive the holy Spirit, Gal. iii. 
ure E. 5: 7. We are ſettled by it, Rom. iii. And by be- 
at 1 
rity 


li. 33. It is the buckler, whereby we muſt refiſt the 
; of $8 f 
on. Wee from us, James iv. 7. We overcome the world by 
, in , Heb. xi. God cannot be pleaſed without it, Heb. 
ric Ki. 6. The juſt muſt live by it, Heb. x. 38. By it, 


ons, e live the life of God, and Chriſt lives in us, Gal. 


ake "= - 20, In a word, the only way to get Chriſt, and 
> to 
nn. h | ; 

on) It pleaſed the Lord to recover me to my health with- 
ver. in twenty days after this: at which time, the devil 


** 


z0t- pegan to renew his former malice, by ſubtile and inſi- 


gly huative temptations; which appeared to me at firſt, 


di- and many days after, noways to have been ſinful, 
and they were fo luſtred over with ſuch fair pretences, 


atly 4 good uſes, and godly ends; that I was altogether 
A | deluded 


eving, we ſet to our ſeal, that God is true, John 


evil fiery darts, Eph. vi. And having it, he will 


Ill his graces made ours, is by faith alone. At laſt, 
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 lings, great combats in reliſting Satan's temptati- 8 
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. deluded, and bewitched in my affections, being 
glewed to their ſiniſtrous objects; that of a truth, 1 
was as far trailed that way as ever before, while for 


the time I was no ways, nor could be ſenſible of, do 


& 


what I could: that crafty hunter, got ſuch advan- 


c 
e 
Ji 
0 
tage of my poor ſoul, that I became a prey to him . 
for the ſpace of ſeven or eight weeks; my body, ö 
mind, and ſpirits were all ſpent to the utmoſt, for E 


during the ſpace foreſaid, I was not three days, put 8 
altogether, free from ſore onſets: | had great wreſt- 


ons, and my own corrupt affections ; which ever 
ſwayed Satan's way, it was one of the hardeſt, and 
foreſt wreſtlings that ever I encountred with: Sa- 
tan's claws were never out of my fleſh, ſo that ma- ; 
ny a time, I was preſſed out of meaſure, with the 

violence of the temptations ; had not the Lord ſu - e 
ſtained me, I am ſure my moiſture would have 
dried up, Satan and ſin would ever have been in my 
boſom ; and I, or rather the Lord by me, was con- 


* 


* 


tinually reſiſting; many a bowed knee, many a b 
prayer, many an ejaculation ſent I up to the Lord 
for help and relief; many were the diſputes and rea- 
ſonings I had with myſelf alone, againſt his temp- [| F 
tations, and my own corrupt affections; whereof 
J had ſome from man, from nature, from ſenſe and 
reaſon, from God and his word. Bleſſed be the 
Lord that fought this battle for me, for without? 
him, I would ſoon have fuccumb'd; the Lord knows 
I ly not, I was many a day, many a night, what . 
in my bed, what in the fields, walking and riding, 
and in my craft beyond the kiln ; weighted to the . 
heart roots reſiſting ſin, that would have been is , 
upon me. In this combat, I had ſometimes breath 
| 1058 
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ing, at which time, I promiſed ever to myſelf, ne- 


ing | 
1 11 to be ſo teizled as before; notwithſtanding, the 
for gemptation never ſooner revived, and made a new * 


do® dnſet, I was as ſoon dung on my houghs; this pur- 
n. Hoſe of mine, was not once, twice, or thrice; but 


win 3 dften, my brain with knowlege and ſtrength were 
dy, mbled when the trial came, I ſpeak it in the ſight 
for df God, I was a fool, an ignorant fool; and a tran- 
put Ported beaſt before the Lord, during the whole 


of}. Iime of theſe my ſore temptations : this can neither 
. underſtood nor believed, but by ſuch who have 
geen puddled in the like manner, in one degree or 
nd 4 Sther ; ; yea, my temptations being removed, it was 
_ Pmetimes a dream to myſelf, At laſt, it pleaſed 
9 e Lord, a little after the beginning of the year 
$628. to give me a clear, and full outgate of theſe 
Dy temptations by that mean that the Lord ſpeaks 
f, in Hof. ii. 6. He put a thorn hedge, and a wall 
4 Db my way, betwixt me and my ſins; that I could 
Poet follow after them, which at the firſt, was like 
hock pulled out of my fleſh, and the piece with 
4 with it; but within ſhort ſpace, when truth and 
_ ror, light and darknefs, ſin and judgment, was 


rea 
mp-| ore revealed to me, J returned 10 my firſt huſ* 
reo 2nd, for then it was better with me than now, Hol, 
an 9 7. this place of ſcripture was made clear to me; 


geſſed be the Lord, the power and dominion of ſin, 
4 gan to aſſwage and decay; ſo that from that time 
1 d this preſent, at the writing hereof, being the 12 


_ tations 


no 
what f January, 1630. I was not moved, nor aſſaulted 
ding, ith ſuch ſore temptations: but ſo. ſoon as they 
3 the thed, the Lord ſoon removed them. There has 
= bh gen few kinds or degrees of ſin, that I have not 
cath nd the weight of; malice, hatred, revenge, temp- 


tations of Juſt, atheiſm, miſbelief, hypocriſy, hard. 
" blaſphemy, diſregard of God, and godlineſs, &c. The 3 


; 1 
humiliation in time coming, for Chriſt's ſake. In 


great mercy ; for that day before he died, the Lord 


with the child, bleſſed be his name therefore. f | 
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neſs of heart, ſecurity and ſenſleſſneſs of ſoul, pride, 


heart, the hand, the tongue, the affect ions, have been 
innumerable times, blacked with fin and wicked-® 
neſs ; in a word, I havemot found a breach, a Kind, F £ 
2 degree of the moral law, in omiſſion, commiſſion, 
(ſome very few being excepted) but I have found 
myſelf guilty of it: ſo that I may ſay in the ſight of 
God, all the imaginations of my heart have been“ 
continually. evil, and that if God enter into judge 7 
ment with me, 1 deſerve nothing leſs than eternal 
death, and final deſtruction; The Lord humble me 
in mercy, with the ſenſe of cheſe bygone evils, and 4 
ſtamp the remembrance of them in my heart for my 


1 


this mean time, when I was plunged in my eſtate! ; 
foreſaid, it pleaſed the Lord, to call a young child 
of mine named. Hugh, out of this mortal life, which 9 
to me I ſaw, was a clear chaſtiſement for ſin, yet in 


gave me a heart to ſpend it in humbling of myſelf) 
before the Lord, with faſting and prayer; both for 
my own fins, and that the Lord would receive the $ 
child in his mercy away; which was no ſmall favour,'8 
in giving my ſoul aſſurance, that it ſhould be well 


A +4 
pe? * Ts 

F * 
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Follows ſome uſes being the fum of my deſires and j 
petitions to God flowing From this Nene exercifh 4 
and temptations. 2: 4 

Firſt labour to renew thy repentance by hear 
and ſincere confelling, ſorrowing and forſaking o 

"il 


1 
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ard-o hy vile ſins and corrupt affections now and then, 
ride, F/ Jouk down thy head in the ſenſe of by gone vileneſs, 
Theſſbnd hold thy noſe above the ſmell of thy filthy 
been orruptions, wreſtle with the Lord for a bleſſing, 
ked . Nhat he may ſubdue thine iniquities, and not to ſut- 


* - © © © 7 
Inch er thy ſins to have dominion over thee; ſeeing thou 


Fvilt have them to fight with while thou art living, 
ſtudy to grow in heart k nowlege and holineſs daily, 
nd make the word of God and the means of grace 
ny delight, walk as in the ſight of God who is ac- 
> Mguaint with all thy ways, and entertain communion 
Ind fellowſhip with his ſpirit, let thy thoughts fre- 
guently being thy alone be on God, or on ſome good 
meditation, that thy days may be ſpent in the con- 
eience of well doing. —Secondly, walk O ſinful ſoul 
Pumbly in the ſight of thy God, in denying of thy- 
chil 4 elf and mortifying ſin within thee, our Lord will 
hi Have thee learning this leſſon if you be his dif- 
Miene kiple, a taſk that fleſh and blood will not learn, I 
Tord dave found it by experience that among other rea- 
bell Ens why the Lord has ſuffered me to be tryſted 
1 for Pith ſo many temptations one on the back of a- 
other, this has been one of the greateſt that I might 


e theß . a a 1 
,ourllf de abaſed in myſelf, in renouncing of my own wit, 
18 


dell Ny Own righteouſneſs, my knowlege, and ſpecially 
-By. own itrength, which I have many a time (temp- 
>Mtions being removed) boaſted of and yet ever 
* Phen it came to the upſhot and tryal I found my 
—_ Former ſtrength purpoſes and reſolutions to ſtand 
ne in no more ſtead in time of temptation nor a 
=Durnt thread, I am ſure I have a full proof of this; 
cart herefore it ſhall be my with and prayer to God 
9 nile 1 live (by his grace) that the remembrance of: 
yl” tormer impotency and weakneſs to reſilt * 
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lieve: Humility in thyſelf and confidence in God 


faith of the elect which works by love, and tread un- 5 


Lord. And toqualify the ſoundneſs of thy faith be 


cian albeit thy diſeaſe ſeem to thee incurable, The 
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or do good, together with my vileneſs, beaſtlineſs 
and fooliſhneſs may be printed in my heart by his J 
ſpirit, that I may learn to go out in the power of 4 
Chriſt's might and ſtrength againſt all my adverſaries. 5 
I may truly ſay that my heart and my fleſh has fail- 
ed me; but Lord be thou the ſtrength of my heart | 
and my portion for ever. Lord learn me this leſ. 
ſon of ſelf denial in leſs and more, that Chriſt and] 
his free grace may be all in all to me. Thirdly, ſtill 3 
be glorifying God in believing, find in thy ſelf what 
thou pleaſe, yea albeit thy conſcience write bitter ® 
things againſt thee, yet believe and look not to ty 
own ſenſe and carnal reaſon, but to the truth and 
power of God's word who commands thee to be- 


ſtands well together. Lord grant me that 05 


der foot that natural atheiſm and unbelief which is 
the bane of the ſoul, and keep me from that evil 
heart of miſbelief that I depart not away from the 


diligent in the Lord's ſervice, for an idle faith is N 
ſtark nought, and to this end beware of ceuriy 1 
and idleneſs which is the tide time of Satan's temp- I 
tations, be either employed in ſome ſpiritual = 

Ciſe, or in ſome point of thy lawful calling, watch 
and pray that you be not led into temptation, preſent} 8 
thy heart daily io God that he may make it better, 
ſtand not aback from the fire when thou art freez- 0 
ing in the dreg of thy ſins, come daily to thy phyſi- It! 
v 
le 


Lord is a rewarder of them that ſeek him diligently: 2 
Fourthly, be frequent in prayer and praiſing of thy 
God let no day paſs over CEE head wherein thou bow "Ml 
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neſs not thy knee to God, according to the dat of thy 
his 4 ſoul; ſo let thy prayer be poured out to thy Lord 
r of whether thou be tempted to ſin, or lying under 
tries. Abardneſs of heart, or ſecurity and deadneſs of ſpirit, 
f: all. gor born down with affliction of any kind, according- 


eart Þ let thy petitions be framed always praying in faith 
lef. 4 and not giving over until the Lord's time of anſwer 
and come. This is the beſt prevailing mean in all eſtates 


till i With God, the Lord give me the ſpirit of prayer 
vhat 3 . and ſupplications; and as for thankſgiving of all du- 
itter ties be leaſt inlacking in this point, labour that from 


thy the ſenſe of God's favours and bleſſings thy heart may 
and 3 oin with thy mouth, and when thou cannot pray ſtir 
be · up thyſelf by praiſing of God, and let thy prayer al- 


00 Nr be mixt with praiſes, do this work chearfully 
ving and heartily, not reſting on the work done, nor doing 
un- it curſorly; there are many marred of a blefling 
ch is for inlack of this duty the particulars whereof can- 
evil Hot ſoon be reckoned, but above all remember to 
| the be thankful for the work of thy redemption, and for 
h be 'F other things, as pendicles of the great inheritance, 
th is what ever be thy condition and eſtate, by daily bleſ- 
rity 1 ing thy Lord both for by gone and preſent mercies. 


emp- 1 FF ifthly, beware of the beginnings of {in and Satan's 
xer- 7 udtile temptations, for he remains that ſame crafty 
atch devil, and thy corruptions are the ſame they were be- 


ſent | 2 Fore, unleſs the Lord reſtrain them, hearken not to- 
trer, his whiſperings, and if he fling in his temptations up- 
reez- ſon thee, beſeech the Lord to remove them. O ſoul 
byſi- thou art not ignorant of his enterpriſes, he has 
The vinnowed thee and nothing but Chriſts prayer has 
itly : 2Waved thee, dream not of immunity from his temp— 
thy ations, but beware thou neither commune nor 
bow Whake hands with them, eſchew all occaſions of ſin, 
not C2 5 
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and appearances of evil, hate the garment potted ; 
of the fleſh, reſiſt that crafty hunter and he will fle 
from thee, take heed when he tempts as an angel 
of light that he delude not, and beware that he bun 
not thy affections in the ſervice of God, and there * 
after blindfold thy judgment. The Lord give me 
wiſdom, counſel, ſtrength and direction that I be. JF 
come not a prey to Satan, a ſlave to my own luſts, 8 4 
and a ſtumbling block to them that are without. c. 
Sixthly, Pity all fleſh under temptation or yet being F 
overtaken in a fault, knowing that thyſelf alſo has; 9 
been tempted and overtaken, wonder not to ſee one "= 
fall but rather marvel to ſee one ſtand; there is 
great wiſdom to be had in this point. Seventhly, (| 
Rejoice in trembling, take heed leſt you fall, and 
be working out the work of thy ſalvation in fear 
and trembling. Take unto thee the whole ar- 
mour of God, and having done all, ſtand, the Lord] 
ſhed abroad his love in my heart and give me the 
right uſe of theſe things, Amen. 

8 "January, 29. 1628. Being in Montfod I fell i in 
conference with the laird regrating (in general) our 
flight ſervice and ſeeking of God, and that for ne W 1 
moit part men gave only God the outer half and 
not the heart, words but not godly deeds, having 
a form of godlineſs but denying the power thereof, |, 
and lovers of ourſelves more than of God, and if at 
any time we made a fafhion to ſeek God it is but 
in the time of ſome trouble, croſs, ſickneſs or afflicti. . 
on, and then at the removal of it, we turn to our own 1 b 
biaſs again; which proves that our repentan ce is not A 2 
tound, who can pray and mourn only for affliction, i 
and not for {in eſpecially and angering of God like f 
Achab his humiliation, Se. | 
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tcl After this I was regrating in particular the hard- f 
flee neſs of my own heart, and the not entertaining © 


4 fellowſhip and communion with God and his ſpirit as 
I ſhould do, enlarging this with diverſe circumſtances, 
; In the mean time it pleaſed the Lord to warm my 
heart with a coal from his altar, and immediately 
be T thereafter my heart was diſſolved in floods of tears 
© ſo that my ſoul was refreſhed to the full, and my 
mouth opened among hands to bleſs his name twen- 
ty times: At laſt I began to make fome uſe thereof 
47 to the laird and deſired that he might be ſtirred up 
one to redeem the time and to ſeek the face of God 
% more carefully than he had done, and to fight by 
ble, the power of Chriſt againſt his ſinful corruptions &c. 
5 0 ] came home ble ſſing God and then wrote this. 
"8 The 26. January 1628. being a faſt week. As I 
was riding to Irvine being the Thurſday, I was in- 
ſtant with my God by the way to make his word 
Hively to me, and to give me ſome ſenſible token of 
Ibis love to go home with, and likewiſe by the way 
was clearing my mind what reſpect was to be given 
Sto faithful miniſters, and what differences there was 
* etuiat them and their meſſages, and betwixt them 
1 N as the fervant that could but only ſpeak to the ear, 
Wand to Chriſt as the maſter that could ſpeak to the 
4 heart, I was likewiſe thinking about hireling, ig- 
i norant, idle and lukewarm miniſters and of hakkers 
Fa End brokers of God's word, that God would never 
W leis them nor their miniſtry neither, becauſe they 
1 come not with the burden of the Lord to perſuade 
people, I leave this; the text was in Jeremiah ii. 2. 
| O eſpouſals of his people; the doctrine was 
made very clear and powerful, by Mr David Dick- 
on, my heart was warmed ſwectly all the preaching 
cer G2 7 2 
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and dropping on ſoftly trinkling tears all the time, 
found the Lord's Spirit melting the hard rock of 
my heart piece and piece, partly with the ſenſe of 


my own vileneſs and unthankfulneſs toward him, 


and withal the ſenſe of his mercy and free love co- 
vering all, paſſing by all, and ſpeaking peace to my 
_loul, I got the inſtrument and meſſenger clearly 
looked by, and God's Spirit concurring with his 
own ordinance clearly felt and looked to. In the 
prayer after ſermon. my mind went not after him, 
but douked down my mind in the ſenſe of God's 
goodneſs to me a vile creature, when at laſt tlie 


Lord mad&ne to ruſh out in floods of tears not 


being able to contain myſelf, but burſt out with my 
voice, young Thorntoun was fitting belide me in 
the time, I gat myſelf a little ſtinted and ſtayed as 


he ended the bfefling. I came out of the church. 


door after the reſt, but was preſently drawn back 
again with poſing deſires to go to my knees the 
church being emptied, I could get no words for 
melting of heart, both of a godly forrow, and ſweet 
conſolation mixt together, in the end | bleſt the 
Lord from my heart, and came out again; I met 
Mr Thomas Garven who inquired how I did, I had 


no will to make him acquaint with my preſent e- 


ſtate, but being forced to ſpeak to him, the Lord 
opened my mouth after a heavenly and ſenſible man- 
ner, that in truth I was raviſhed in my affections to 
heaven, being midway to the church, the Lord re- 
newed the ſenſe of the ſame again to me after the 
former manner, he and I came both back to the 
church, the Lord opened my mouth with divine 
ſpeeches all the way back again, ſo that he was ra- 
: vithed with the manner of the Lord's work, and 
divi- 
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divinity of the language; many a time, I bleſt God, 
that ever I heard tell of him: we went both to our 


knees apart, and bleſſed God for his great mercy, 


and unſpeakable love, in making the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs by his Spirit, to ſhine ſo clearly, and pow- 
erfully in the ſoul of ſo filthy and polluted a ſin- 
ner; I ſhewed him the whole work, and the man- 


ner of ſome of God's former mercies to me, I got 


the mouth of ſwelling hypocriſy cloſed, with the 
remembrance of my own vileneſs of former times: 
I had earneſt petitions, that God would keep me 


humble on the one hand, and from ſecurity on the 
Þ other; bleſſed be the Lord: for ever: Oc. 


Upon the 29 of January, 1628. The Sabbath 
immediately thereafter, I was in Irvine, being the 


laſt faſting day, I had a love to the word all day; 


the public exerciſe being ended, I went in with - 
young Croſshill, where I had the occaſion to meet 


with the lady, James Garven, a {imple boy, who had 


been troubled, and mightily born down with hor- 


rible, and unnatural tempations, for the ſpace of 


ſix years; which I will be loth to commit to writ- 


ing, beſide temptations of ſtrong atheiſm, for his 


eſtate I have nothing ado with it here; but only, 
as I have ſaid, 1 was ſpeaking to him before Croſs- 
hill, and rebuking him very tharply for his atheiſm 
and unbelief; he enquired of me, if I had power 
to believe in my If, or if J had power to make him 
to believe; I held my peace, and defired that he 
would go home with me, which at laſt he was con- 


tent to do, after a long refuſa!: By the way, he 
ſhewed me particularly, his whole ſtate from the 


beginning, whereat T marvelied greatly; immediate- 


— thereatzer, I was dung in ſtrange dumps of un- 


belief 5 
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belief, and deadneſs of ſpirit; that I could make 
him no anſwer : for in truth, I became very ſtupid 
and ſenſleſs; after we came home, and refreſhed 
ourſelves. a little, I went into the yard with him, 
where I got my mouth opened at large to him, be- 
fecching him, that he would give glory to God in 
believing ; I ſhewed him many arguments and rea- 
ſons to induce him, which he acknowleged were 
true, yet could neither apply, grip to, nor make uſe 
of: I perſuaded him, that the Lord would glorify 


himſelf in him at laſt, in his own good time, and 


would put the devil to the flight, and his ſtrong 
temptations with him; and then perte& his own 
work of grace in him. At this time, I was in very 
good cafe, and had ſtrong and clear faith; but within 
an hour thereafter that ſame night, all was in ſeek- 


ing, I was cioſs dung off my feet, and in truth, as 


the Lord lives, I lie not: I was never in my time lo 
fenlibly born down with atheiſm, unbelief, and a 
loathing of the word of God, and all means of grace 

for the time ; the word, that had been powerful to 
me two days before, and the flinty heart, that the 
Lord had melted by his word and Spirit: all became 
perfunctorious, guſtleſs, and of no account by me, 
I could make uſe of nothing to help me with, But 

one thing I am ſure of, if God had left me to my- 


ſelf any ſpace, I had become as ſenſleſs as Naba!. 


The boy was with me in the preſent time, ſpeaking 
to me, I gave no heed to him, but was roving in 
my own mind with confuſed thoughts; I was forc- 
ed to reveal my eſtate to him, whereupon he pre- 
ſently obſerved, that it was Satan, his ſtrong and 
deluding temptations to cloſe my mouth, that he 
ſhould get no good by me: I was this way the * 
| 0 
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of two hours, at laſt it vaniſhed away, and my right 
wits began to revive again. Here were ſtrange ups 
and downs in little time, the one day to be raviſh- 


ed in my affections to heaven, and now to be brought 


low to the duſt; to be an unbeliever, and to my 
ſenſe an atheiſt that could no ways apprehend a liv- 
ing God; whereby I gather, that the eſtate of the 
godly is ſubject to ſpiritual changes; next, to walk 
humbly and ſoberly, under glances of God's pre- 
ſence; Thirdly, Not to eſteem of my eſtate accor- 


ding to ſenſe; Fourthly, To make uſe of theſe, in 


the like temptations both to myſelf and others, 
When theſe things were written by me the firſt 
time, the light was no clearer to my eyes, nor this 
was to my ſenſe; the Lord give me the right uſe 
of them. Amen. | & 
Upon the 6th of July. 1628. The Sabbath im- 
mediately ſucceeding, I was in Kirkbride at the 
preaching; and in the home coming, (Montfod and 
his wife going with me, and ſome of their tennants) 


1 was ſpeaking to them, of the variety and exercit- 
es of a foul, ſometimes ſtrong in the faith, ſome- 


times born down with unbelief, ſometimes a clear 
heaven in their ſoul, other times nothing but dead- 


neſs and confuſion; The diſcourſe was made lively 


to myſelf in the latter end, and my mouth was 
looſed with liberty to ſpeak to them: I began to 


behold the heavens above my head, being clear, I | 


ſhewed the laird, that I gat ſometimes very ſpiri- 


tual thoughts looking up to them; as to a ſtair, 


leading me in the meditation of a more glorious 
heaven, and heavenly palace; whereupon it pleaſed 
the Lord, as at other times before: to ſoften my 
heart like wax, and ſealed it, with a ſenſibie ſtamp 
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of his Spirit, that I ruſhed out in tears, both of 
contrition and joy in the holy Ghoſt : for my own 
vileneſs and unbelief on the one part, and the ſenſe 
of God's love and goodneſs, compaſſing and over- 
coming me on the other part; I entertained the ſenſe 
of theſe things by the way, whiles bleſſing God for 
his great mercy and favour, whiles rebuking my 
- own unbelief, and unthankfulneſs; a. laſt, the ſenſe 
being withdrawn, I had a large, and a free ſpeech 
to the laird, which was not needtul, nor pertinent 
to write here. 

Upon the Tueſday thereafter, I had occaſion 
to confer with Mr David Dickſon; where among 
ſundry other things, I ſhewed him about God's 
work of late to my own ſoul ; he bleſſed God with 
me tor his mercy, and began to advertiſe me of the 
lights of Satan, in ſuch caſes and works of God, 
he ſaid it was Satan, his trick, when the great King 
of Heaven, prepares one's heart with ſoftneſs and 
ſeals it with his own ſtamp, that in the mean time, 
in comes that crafty knave, and ſets on a falſe iron 
and ſtamp: beſide the King's ſeal in ſome part of 
the heart; it being ſoft, wherein a ſoul had need 
to beware, for he would come in like an angel of 
light, and fuiſt in ſome venemous poiſan or error 
of one ſort or other ; and back it then with divine 
revelation, he deſired me in theſe caſes, to anchor 
myſelf eſpecially on the word; becauſe ſenſe will 
not always bear true, and ſoothfaſt witneſs, and 
and to crave for the Spirit of light, and humility, 
that I might be abaſed with the ſenſe of my own 
vileneſs: and withal, not to belie God's work, and 
to bleſs him for it, and to beware of ſecurity, and 
ſenſleſſneſs of ſoul; which commonly gr the 
” Es ame: 
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ſame: he deſired me likewiſe, to have a care of my 
body eſpecially at theſe times; for he ſhewed me, 
(and I knew it to be true) that in harveſt, in my 
deep exerciſe, the devil had a fhot at my wits. 
Therefore he beſought me, that I might beſeech 
Chriſt to diſappoint Satan, and to take the ruling 


- of my wits, ſtrength, purpoſes, and all; he ſaid it 


was not Peter's will, nor ſtrength, when Satan ſought 
to winnow him (and the reſt) that would uphold 
him; butgnly Chriſt his prayer, I have prayed for 
thee, etc. The apoſtle ſays, We are not ignorantof 
his devices, etc. He had a ſound and deep diſcourſe 
of theſe things, which I could not for the time car- 
ry with me always. The Lord give me underſtan- 
ding in all things, to do his will, and by his grace 
to uphold me in all caſes, that ſhall befal me in this 
life, and that for Chriſt's ſake; to whom be praiſe 
for ever, Amen, RW TY 
February 10th, Upon a Sabbath, in Anno 1629. 
reading the word after dinner, Acts ix. I was won- 
derfully refreſhed; but eſpecially, the verſe 15. was 
ſweetly enlivened, and applyed to my own ſoul ; 
hardly could I get myſelf contained while the chap- 
ter was read, the Lady Montfod being preſent with 
me; we went both to the barn-end, where the for- 
mer ſenſe was more fully renewed to me: where- 
upon we both bleſſed God with our hearts, for his 
rich mercy; I leave the reſt of the circumſtances, G. 
Upon the 20% of June, 1630. Being at Irvine 
| on the Sabbath, about the ſecond bell, before the 
preaching ; 1 was ſtedfaſtly looking upon a young 
gentleman (being an Engliſhman) in whom I heard 
there was both a good meaſure of knowlege and 
grace, I was mightily affected, apprehending the i- 
e mage 
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mage of Cbriſt i in him, for the which, my love was 
ſet on him; and thought him in my heart bleſſed, 
becauſe he bad gotten grace to love and ſerve the 
the Son of God. Whereupon my heart began to 
warm, and to be refreſhed with the ſenſe of the 
happineſs of all theſe that loved Chriſt, and of the 
man in ſpecial; I thought in the time, I would have 
put him in my boſom, and that only becauſe of 


Chriſt ; for as yet, nor never had I ſpoken to him, 


ſo it flowed from no fleſhly reſpect: I thought in 
the time, dear would that love be, we would carry 
one to another, being made immortal in another 


life; I cannot be able to expreſs how I was refreſh- 


ed with the ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, and to the 
ſoul of the man for Chriſt's ſake ; I was all day in 
a heavenly eſtate, and my ſoul was raviſhed above 
the clouds, my faith was clear and divine; and laid 
hold on him who is inviſible, and on theſe j Joys un- 
ſpeakable and glorious, G . 

Within twenty days thereafter, coming out uf 
Kirkbride with Mr David Dickſon (being viſiting 
Mr John Harper) moving, ſome doubts and queſti- 


ons, about the ſoundneſs of this former ſenſe, the 


Lord repeated the ſame, in the midſt of the confe- 
rence very ſenſibly to me, the queſtion that I mov- 
ed, whether ſenſe of this kind, not flowing from 
the word, was ſound or not; for | thought there 
might be great deluſion, and a natural ſtirring up of 


the affections by natural means, I inſtanced this by 


divers caſes and examples, all which I could not well 


admit : his anſwer was firſt, that I paired well near, 


next ſaid he, ſhew me the man, and then take it 
with obſerving the difference between love common 


and fpecial ; but laid I, what is your warrant, and 
What 
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what examples of this kind, can ye give me. David 
(ſays he) when he found himſelf dead and ſenſeleſs, 


would ha ve made his harp a mean of his upſtirring, 


and thereby (albeit a natural mean) have gotten his 
affections ſpiritually ſtirred up. Next, The binding 
up of the beaſts mouths, at that nume in Ni— 


niveh, was nothing elſe, but that the lowing of the 


beaſts, might ſtir up their affections; and thirdly, 
The Lord by his prophet Jeremy, bids fetch hither 
mourning women, that it might be a mean of their 
ſpiritual upſtirring, who were lying ſecure and ſenſe- 
leſs, &c. 

Upon the 24% of Huguſt, 1630. Being i in Kil- 
bride with Mr David again, viſiting Mr John Harp- 


er, four or five days before his death, in a lively 


conference betwixt them, douking down my head 
in the ſenſe of mortality; the Lord ſhed abroad his 
love in my heart, and the tears came trinkling down 
over my face: | was ſweetly refreſhed in a calm 
and modeſt manner ; the name of the Lord be bleſt 
for ever, Amen. In all theſe former refreſhments, 
my mind doated no more upon any inſtrument, I 
mean Chriſt's meſſengers, more nor if they had been 
ſtocks of timber in that- point : for the Lord drew 


off my mind and eye towards himſelf, who was the 
immediate ſealer of my heart by his own Spirit, 


that the glory of the work might redound to him- 
felf, and no other ; albeit otherwiſe, the Lord 
knows, I love them dearly, as the faithful miniſters 
of Chriſt, The Lord draw my heart toward thy- 
ſelf, who is the great Doctor of thy own church, 


| that [ may be taught of thee, and by whole Spirit, 


to God on- 


thy laws may be written in my heart: 
N 5 ly 
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ly wiſe, be glory through Jeſus Chriſt, for ever, 


Amen. | 

The 20th of September, 1630, It pleaſed the 
Lord to viſit me with a fever, which overtock me 
on a ſudden, coming out of Steinſton; after I came 
home, I apprehended ſickneſs, and being walking 
in the chamber alone; I began to take a view of my 

| bygone life, and miſpent time; I beheld a number 
of evils, that ſtared me in the face, for the which 
my heart was in great grief and ſorrow, thereafter 
I went to my knees in the loft, and got my foul 
poured out unto God: and after I had mourned a 
while in the bitterneſs of my ſpirit, the Lord ſpake 
peace to my ſoul, and refreſhed my heart ſenſibly 
with the free pardon of all my fins, in the blood of 
Jeſus, whereupon flowed great joy, and calmneſs 
of mind; I was like to have crept in through the 
wall, to have embraced his fellowſhip and love in 
my boſom; ; thereafter, I put up a number of peti- 
tions to be prepared for my ſickneſs, with a ſubmiſ- 
ſion of my life in an even balance, as the Lord 
thought meeteſt to diſpoſe of: I got my ſpouſe, 
children, and eſtate, all rolled over on him, and 
was perſuaded in the time, that the Lord would do 
good. to-them ; I fought ſtrength and patience of 


afflicted, and that the Lord would keep me from 
murmuring and preſerve my wits uncrack'd in the 
benſal of my ſickneſs: the Lord gave me aſſurance 
Ain tür time, that he would hear me, and gave me 
| performance thereof, thereafter as I ſtood in need, 
the Lord keeped tryſt to me in all things, and more 
than my heart could have wiſhed, bleſt be his name 


therefore. That afternoon, I went up and down 


. until 
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the Lord, againſt the time that I ſhould be hardlieſt 
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until night, and then recommended myſelf and my 
family in publick; the moſt lively prayer that ever 


I found, was that; for things after a wonderful, and 
a divine manner, were born in upon me for four 
days and nights. Thereafter, I got no prayer (ex- 
cept a word, ſenſe of pain ſo took me up, and poſ- 
ſeſt me for the time; upon the Sabbath (being the 
the day after my cool) from ten hours to twelve, L 


was ſweetly refreſhed, firſt for my wits natural, they _ 


were calm and ſober ; for the eſtate of my body, I 
thought I was whole, as in a delightſome bed; as for 
the ſoul, I was in ſuch cafe, as,my mind and tongue 
cannot expreſs, that place in the xii of Luke (Fear 
not little flock, it is the Father's good-will, to give 
you the kingdom) was laid to my hand, or rather to 
to my heart; my ſoul delighted itſelf with the hea- 
venly meditations and contemplations that I had on 


this place, to my ſenſe in the time: I thought it lay 


melting in my mouth, ever yielding new juice, there 
was fuch ſenſe of joy filling the whole man, that in 
truth, I thought myſelf carried on eagle's wings, 
and polleſt of this kingdom, my body was like to 
iſſue in floods of joyful tears. There was ſome lit- 
tle breathings, and intermiſſions of the deep ſenſe 


of this joy ; or otherwiſe my body could not have 


endured it, and twenty times renewed, as my bo- 
dy might bear, for I never had a look ſooner to this 
place, but ſenſe renewed: my wife, and my ſiſter 
Martha were beſide me in the time, and they won- 
dered to ſee my eſtate, as not being acquaint with 
the like; I made them as ſenſible as I could under- 
ſtand what the work meant : I was not able to re- 
ſiſt the manner of the working, for fear of my bo- 
dily weakneſs, I was this way two hours; and there- 
| ER) 22 1 after, 
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after, the ſenſe withdrew piece and piece from me : 
I lay ſweetly all that afternoon, and began to think, 
that I would never remember on that place, bur 


{ſenſe would follow. The morn in the morning, be- 


ing Monday ; the Lady Auchinnames being preſent, 
1 began to ſhow her the manner how rhe Lord had 
refreſhed me; in the mean time, the Lord renewed 


my former ſenſe from that ſame place of ſcripture 


as before; ſhe was much refreſhed to ſee the man- 

ner of God's working, and of ſome words that the 

Lord put in my mouth to ſpeak to her; and to Mr 

Robert Birnie that was with her, which here I paſs 
by: all particulars and ſpeeches that J had with ſun- 

dry of God's ſaints in the time and after, eſpecially 

with Mr David Dickſon, and Mr John Bell, were 

long and needleſs here to write, but leaves them. 

Lam ſure all created power, and all natural delight 

and apprehenfions whatſoever, could not effectuate 

ſuch a work; the word of God was the ground, 
the holy Spiric the worker, the work therefore ſound 

and no deluſion ; and yet this I ſay not to lean or 

reſt on any of God's graces, how great or glorious 
ſoever they be, but upon bimſelf, who is the giver 
and worker of ell grace; this is moſt ſafe and ſound- 
eſt work, yet it would be always our deſire to have 
the light of God's countenance ſhining on us, and 

to be ſealed with that holy ſpirit of promiſe, which 
is the earneſt of our inheritance, and to be now and 
then taſting of that joy unſpeakable, and full of glo- 
ry, whereof Peter ſpeaks, 1 Epiſtle i. 8. Lord ſuf- 
fer not theſe thy benefirs to foul and body to ſlip 
out of my mind, but grant me grace, that I may 
offer the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, and call upon the 
nafne of my Lord: now praiſe, honour, glory, and 
dominion 
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dominion be to God only wiſe, through Jeſus Chriſt 
for ever. Amen. | 
Upon the 7th September 1636. being Wedneſday 


about ten hours it pleaſed the Lord to viſit me 


with a fever, in the afternoon it began and kythed 
in all the tokens and ſymptoms thereof, my head 
began and wrought, my back to be a little pained, 
with a ſhivering and coldneſs thro? all my body and 
a prinkling in my knees, joints, and legs, where- 
upon I apprehended. clearly that it was a fever, 
which for a time moved my mind exceedingly, in 
regard both my daughters were to be married the 
morrow thereafter, I was put to many thoughts, 


partly the Lord's quarrel againſt myſelf at ſuch a 


time, as alſo the talkings of the people and their 


miſconſtructions that they might infer upon the 
occaſion; at laſt I beſought the Lord for light and 


clearneſs from himſelf, that | might firſt get the 
contingency thereof trod under foot, whereupon I 
got ſolid grounds of believing that nothing leſs or 
more of that kind could befal me by accident, but 
by the determinate providence of God, and that for 
his own wiſe reaſons both of his own glory and my 
good: that ſpeech of the centurion to Chriſt about 
his ſervant whereby he confeſſed all ſickneſs came 
and went at Chriſt's word and command, was made 
clear and lively to me, a number ot other pregnant 
paſſages were born in upon my mind for confirm- 
ing of my faith in the particular providences of God, 
whereupon I rolled myſelf over with a ſubmiſſion 
in his hands. I belought the Lord if it might ſub- 
ſiſt with his pleaſure and will to bear off the vio- 
lence of my fever till the morrow at night while my 


two daughters marriages and wedding dinner were 


D 3 ended 
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ended and the company diſmiſſed, which favour was 
fully granted and obtained of the Lord; ; at laſt J 
came into my houſe and ſat down about an hour 


before the ſun ſetting, being the fame day that 1 
took ſickneſs, and began to roll things over in my 


mind, whereupon it pleaſed the Lord to refreſh my 
heart ſweetly with his preſence, great ſenſe of joy 
-and peace filled my mind and heart in abundance : 

I found a gracious Lord freely forgiving a vile ſin- 
ner, and covering my unrighteouſneſs, loathſomneſs 


and unworthineſs with the mantle of his free love 
and the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, words will be want- 


ing to expreſs the jpirituality of that work of his 


free grace in my-foul; I fat thus near two hours 


refreſhed with the conſolations of God, and my 
heart melting among hands all the time; it was a 
little heaven upon earth, in the whole time I had 


no ſenſe of bodily pain. - A little after this I went | 


to my bed with a great trembling and a cold thro? 
all my body, after J had reſted ia liitle, my ſiſter 


Martha came in to me, my ſenſe and feeling reviv- 


ed again to me in the former manner, in the time 
whereof I had a ſpiritual diſcourſe to her. That 
night I reſted very ſweetly till the morning, at which 


time the fever kythed in all the parts of my body 
- but very gently all that day :Xbeing the marriage 


day) after all were diſmiſſed, in the afrernoon I werit 
to my bed, and reſted that night alſo in a reaſonable 
manner without great pain; upon Friday (being the 


third day) about ten hours, the fever wrought ſharp- 


iy, I had great pain in my back and loyn bones; 
upon Saturday the pain increaſed I had ſome ſore 


firs and paſſages of pain for a little ſpace together 


both on — and Sabbath, at laſt it pleaſed the 


Lord 
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Lord to give me a kindly cool on the Sabbath at five 
in the afternoon and continued till a little after ſe- 
ven at night, after that my pain began and ſobered 
very calmly in all the parts of my body; during all 
this time I had no great drought ſave only in my 
mouth, which I quenched ſometimes with water, 
ſometimes with whig or ſmall drink ; the thing that 
troubled me exceedingly was the outcaſting of a- 
bundance of phlegm, which made all things unſa- 
voury to me, eſpecially after my cool for the ſpace 
of three days, I was vexed with a tough waxy 
phlegm that ſeemed to make all things bitter and e- 
vil ſmelled or ever it came in my mouth; upon 
Thurſday after my cool being the 1 5th. day it be- 
gan piece and piece to wear away : it pleaſed the 
Lord at this time to keep my ſpirits ſober and calm, 
1 had never a word of roving, I laboured what in 
me lay to keep myſelf quiet from all ſpeech, the 
Lord dealt graciouſly with me in all my ſickneſs, 
I got diverſe paſſages in my belly, ſome before the 
cool. and abundantly after it without any flux, I gat 


alſo ſome ſhort ſleeps before my cool, but abund- 


ance every.night after it; within eight days my ap- 
petite grewa little for any light food, a dizzineſs in 
my head continued twenty days, my body held 
weak for fix weeks and more yet without any pain 
or diſtemper. | have written my eſtate thus parti- 
cularly for my own reaſons. At this time when I 
had the fever there were ſeven other of my children 
lying all at once, and two ſervant women, being 
the not time of the harveſt : It pleaſed the Lord 
to {end them all their health again; his name be bleſt 


therefore. After my recovery and my children 
from our ſickneſs, I began to think how to make 
ule 
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uſe of the ſame as follows. And firſt of all for 
thankſgiving; To bleſs my God who began fo gra- 
ciouſly with my ſoul by working ſuch a ſtedfaſt 
meaſure of believing his particular providence in 
ſending of that ſickneſs at ſuch a ſpecial and parti- 
cular time, and for theſe gracious feelings and ſen- 
ſible work of his Spirit, and for giving me ability 
and ſtrength upon my daughters marriage day, and 
for his goodnels in the whole courſe of my ſickneſs, 


and for reſtoring me and my children all to our 
health again, and for his mercy in keeping of my 


wife on foot and in health'to attend us who were 
fick within, and the ſhearers without, as alſo for 
helping down of the fruits of the ground, in due 
time by ſending numbers to cut it down ; and for 
keeping up of my mind from anxiety and from 
prepoſterous care firſt and laſt, and laſt of all to 
bleſs God daily for the benefit of health; for to ſleep 
in a ſound and healthy body, and to enjoy a quiet 
and a contented mind is no ſmall favour of God. 
The ſecond uſe that came in my mind after my 
ſickneſs, was, that it behoved me to bring out ſome 
better fruits; and firſt of all that I may labour for 
a more near communion with God in my ſpirit, 
and by believing in him and his truth more ſted- 
faſtly, and by a more narrow taking heed to my 
heart and life daily before him; and the daily re- 
newing of my repentance, and by taking heed that 
my heart grow not hard nor cold thro” the deceit- 


fulneſs of any fin; and that the exerciſes of piety, 


reading, praying. thankſgiving &c. be not neglected 
by me, and that I take heed alſo after what manner 


I do perform them, that they be not cuſtomary but 


out of love and affection, and thar ſtill I may la- 
| bour 
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bour to find delight and pleaſure i in his ſervice, leſt 
it become a burden to me; and above all that my 
love may be kindled to Jeſus, ſo that a love to 
Chriſt may conſtrain me more than any thing elſe. 
Secondly, That I may take heed to my ways before 
men in my chriſtian and more prudent carriage nor 
heretofore has been, and to deal earneſtly with the 
Lord, that my paſſions, nor no ſort of unrighteous 
dealing break out, to the diſhonour of God, ſcan- 
dal of the goſpel, or wounding of my own con- 
ſcience, and to ſtudy to propagate Chriſt's kingdom 
in my own heart, and in theſe of my family com- 
mitted to my charge what in me lyes. And laſt of 
all to make good uſe of all the benefits of God be- 
ſlowed on me, and that I make none of them wea- 
pons of unrighteouſneſs againſt the Lord, and that 
I ſet not my affectious on nothing that the Lord 
has lent me, whether it be children, health, wealth, 
wiſdom, proſperity, or pleaſure, or elſe what I can 


enjoy in this world, I may in ſobriety make uſe of 


them, as the good benefits of God, but not to ſuffer 


my heart to be wedded or glued to any of them, 


and that in regard of, their brickleneſs and perith- 
ing, for ſoon may any of them take their wings and 
fle away, and albeit they continue, ſmall is their 
uſe they can ſtand me in the day of my need and 
ſtrait; therefore grant me grace to uſe this world 
and all things therein as if I uſed them not. Lord 
be thou a ſun and ſhield to me, be thou my portion, 
let the Lord therefore be that allfſutficient-unto me: 


truſt in him at all times, and commit thy foul to 


him in well doing : labour to live the life of faith, 
the only prop and comfort of a chriſtian here on 


earth, ſtrive to make the belt ule | in every eſtate the 
Lord 
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Lord puts me into, and if it ſhall be his pleaſure to 
change my outward eſtate from the better ro the 
worſe, and to exerciſe me with croſſes and tryals, 

lift up thy thoughts off the preſent weight to ſome- 
thing that is above which will counterbalance the 
fame; there can be no inlack, but the ſupply of it 
will-be found in him, there is no ſore but he has a 
ſalve for it, name what can be named under heaven 
be it loſs of thy half marrow, children, or friends, 


be it ſickneſs, diſgrace, oppreſſion, poverty, dil- 
countenance of thy maſter, miſcarriage of thy chil- 


dren, griefs from without or within, or whatever 
elſe can be imagined, the ſupply of it wilL be found 
in the all- ſufficient Lord; to him be praiſe for ever 
Amen. | 


The ſecond of Novemb. 1636 Being Wedneſday 


it pleaſed the Lord to ſend me a ſharp meſſenger of 
a painful and grievous cholick and a gravel in ſpe- 
cial, it began about nine hours and continued till 
after five at night, during which time they might 
have heard my cries at the gate, by reaſon of my 
horrible pain, the moſt part of all my neighbours 
came and ſtayed with me all the time, both 1 myſelf 
and they alſo expected nothing but preſent death, 
and for my own part I looked every moment to have 
been ſuffocate with the violence of pain and wind 
ſtopping my breath, the whole pain gathered in my 
right liſk in the bounds of my nieve; all the fevers 


that ever I had or any other pain was nothing in 


compariſon to it. It pleaſed the Lord to give me a 
good meaſure of confidence that it ſhould be well 
with me for another life, ſenſe of pain was ſo great 
that I had no ſenſe of heavenly things, only I ſtudi- 
ed to glorify God in believing; at laſt it e's . 

e ord 
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Lord that my pain grew leſs and leſs, and thereafter 
fell on a ſound reit; I had dirlings once every day 
of it for the ſpace of a month, my head was long o- 

en with crying, and ſo became for a time more 
ſenſible of cold nor ever before; the recovery of 
my health from this pain, and the ſparing of my life 


unlooked for at this time was one among the reſt of 


God's ſpecial favours unto me, for the which ! pray 


God make me more and more thankful, and as I _ 


can, for the preſent, render all glory, honour, praiſe 
and dominion to that one God and three perſons 


world without end. Amen. 1 made ſome ule after 


this. 


For whereas I was accuſtomed to have the family 


exerciſe of prayer but at night, I have ever ſince 
(beſide my own private evening and morning) pub- 
lickly recommended my family every morning to 


God, and has found now and then, a ſenſible bleſ- 


ſing thereupon, and now good Lord for time to 
come, learn me to watch and pray that I be not led 
into temptation, that ſo I may be found in readi- 
neſs whenſoever death ſhall overtake me: the Lord 
give me the right uſe of theſe merciful wn 
Amen. 

Upon the 21/7. of Fin 1637. Being conferring 
with my couſin Adam Boyd in Lochlarne firſt anent 
the Lord's rich mercy towards my father in his death, 


and then at largè, more particularly of ſundry of 
| God's mercies and favours to myſelf; it pleaſed the 


Lord in the mean time to ſoften my heart with 
floods of joyful tears, having great peace and calm- 
neſs of mind; I was almoſt tranſported out of my- 
lelf, under this deep ſenſe, with diſcourſe to him, 
and with confellion , ſupplications and deprecations 
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toGod far the ſpace (as he ſaid) of two hours, hers 
in I was overtaken with a number of expreſſions, 
not pertinent nor expedient before him, ſuch as 
readily I was never overtaken with before, in any 
the like caſe, however it was in the preſence of a 
dear friend who would be ſparing to miſconſtruct 
any thing: among ſundry other paſſages, | remember 
beſought the Lord for light in the ceremonies con- 
traverted in our church for the time, and that it 
might be his good pleaſure to {ave me from the ſpi- 
rit of deluſion, &c. Glory be to God thro? Jeſus 
for ever. Amen. 

Upon the 4%. January 1638. Being in Kilwin- 


ning lying in my bed with my brother in law John 


Reid, we were conferring in the morning of ſundry 


things, at Jaſt I began a diſcourſe with him gnent 


the death of my ſon Alexander, and after that! 
was ſhewing him at large ſome of God's ſpecial pro- 


vidences towards me in diverſe particulars, where- 


upon I fell out in bleſſing and magnitying of the 
name ot God for the fame: in the mean time the 
Lord ruſhes in by his Spirit in upon my heart that 


- T burſt out in abundance of tears, the ſenſe whereof 


was diverle times renewed for the ſpace of an hour 
with ſweet melting of heart, during which time the 


Lord keeped me caim in my ſpirit, and from any 


unpertinenr ſpeeches, but only of ſuch as ſavourcd 
of the ſpirit, the Lord put a number of petitions 
and praiſes in my mouth all the time. This wrought 
ſo powerfully on the organ of my body that I fell 


all in a great ſweat, no leſs nor ordinarly I have 
found in a fever. The Lord make me thankful for 


the ſun hine of fo glorious a pretence, and for ſuch 
peace and joy unlpeakable. Glory be. to that un- 
changeable 
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changer Lord world without end. Decemb. 1638. | 
being Monday as1 was going to Glaſgow to have ſeen. 

the cloſing of the aſſembly, a little before day light 
betwixt and Kilwinning the pain of the cholic came 
upon me after I liohtef in Mr Claud's, I thought it 
had been only a litle dirling of it which often be- 

falls me but incontinent about nine hours, it began to 
grip me in my right liſk with horrible pain, I was 
directly handled in the ſame manner as I was on the 
2d November 1636. I continued in great pain all 
day from nine to ſeven at night, during which time 
I could get no eaſe neither ſitting, lying, nor going, 


I was born ſundry times and hung over mens arms 


by the belly, my head and feet being almoſt alike 


Jaigh, I vomited often, abundance of phlegm came 


away, which partly was occaſioned thro? often drink- © 
ing off tobacco. It pleafed the Lord to eaſe me of 
the great pain about feven hours at night, I got good 
meaſure of ſleep and reſt that night, upon the morn 
I ame home, and was very well all that night, 1 
was troubled all that week with fome pain ; upon 


the Sabbath following, I was heavily troubled both 
with pain and ſickneſs, but it pleaſed the Lord to 


hearken to my eries and ſupplications to my great 
comfort and peace, my heart was weighted long un- 
der the ſenſe of guiltineſs with great contrition and 
many tears, but in end as it drew near to the night 
the Lord filled my heart with peace and quietneſs, 
and enlarged my heart, and opened my mouth to 
ſpeak of his goodneſs, and proclaim his praiſes with 
diverſeexhortations to ſundry that were with me to 
ſeek into the Lord; I gat good reſt that night both 
in ſoul and body, for until that day, all the week 
preceeding I was plagued with unbelief, deadnefs "_ 
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| ſecurity; upon the morn being monday I was ex- h 
ceeding heavy and ſomewhat in pain all day; Ja- In 
mes Frank came to me that night (being ſent for) | 
and gave me a clyſter, which wrought exceeding || ©: 
vehemently upon me; there came abundance of || f: 
phlegmy matter from me, ſome of it a ſpan long, 1 © 
upon the morn and took another, which wrought || i! 

powerfully in like manner; theſe two together and Ci 
my former weakneſs ſpent my body exceedingly, my b 
fleſh melted away, there came abundance of frothy a 
matter out of my mouth daily for ten or twelve 
days, that was exceeding unſavoury to me, and 
made every thing that came in my mouth to ſmell d 
thereof; all this week alſo I was exceeding ſick and w 
weakly ; upon Friday ſpeaking to my Lord Mont- vi 
gomrie of God's goodneſs and mercy to me, my || 4 
heart melted for a long time, I had ſome ſpeeches P. 
to him; upon Saturday Mr David Dickſon came as 
down to viſit me, in the time while he was praying, b. 
the Lord poured his ſpirit upon me with great melt- tl 
ing of heart, after prayer he enquired what I was ſc 

thinking; I anſwered that my heart was bleſſing | © 

God for his goodneſs to this church and land, and vi 
for his unſpeakable mercies to myſelf, whereupon la 
the Lord filled my mind and looſed my tongue, II 
with a number of petitions and praiſes, ſo that my | P. 

- tongue was not able to follow my mind, my ſoul ip 
was lifted up above the clouds, I was out of myſelf, | 
and the ſpirit of ſupplication was poured out upon 27 

me, diteing the mind and opening my mouth, in a | 7 

 Mlidingand ſwift meaſure; I am perſuaded from clear In 

light there was nothing of it from me, ſave only the th 
Lord uſed the faculty of my tongue. The lady | ® 
Auckhinnames was preſent with him, after I had ended, 
* „ 5 he 
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pe laid, they were refreſhed, and deſired me to keep 
myſelf, cloſe and quiet; I was troubled with no 
temptation all that day on the back of it, for I was 
clearly convinced that the work was the Lord's, and 
ſo was ſtripped naked of any thing | in my ſelf leſs. 


or more. Now unto him that is able to do exceed- 


ing abundantly above all that we aſk or think ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the church by Chriſt Jeſus throughout 
all ages world without end, Amen. Eph: lil. 20, 21. 

The grievous and horrible pain that troubled me 


ſo much on November 2d 1636. and ſome following 
days, together with that which was in December 1638. 


was not a cholic as I and others ſuppoſed, but a gra- 


vel chiefly that vexed me ſo much, and as for my fre- 


quent vomiting which I conceived to be a native and 
proper cholic, it was but only a cholic by accident, 
as an unſeparable concomitant of my gravel, which 
by the phyſicians. is called an falſe cholic, by reaſon 
that when the uruters are pained with ſand, felt, or 
ſmall ſtones, their pain preſently affects the pudding ; 
called Colon which being affected it moves and pro- 
vokes the ſtomach to vomiting, this would take a 
large diſcourſe to clear bur I leave it. In Aug. 1640. 
The great pain of my gravel recurred again, the 
pain was ſo violent, and continued, that for the 
ſpace of five days my cloaths came never off, but 


was led and born for the moſt part with men night 


and day; during which time there was a ſtone the 


quantity of a bean ſticking beneath my ſhier-bone 


in the entry of my bladder, the pain was fo great 
that many a time I was forced to loud crying that 


might have been heard a good diſtance, and with _ 
| the frequent vehement crying! loſt to this day the 


E fa- 


52 | "The Memoirs of 


| faculty or ſenſe of hearing in my right ear ; at laſt 
it pleaſed God that the ſtone wrought piece and 
piece till it came into the bladder, immediately 
thereafter 1 found ſome eaſe; John Reid my brõ- 
ther in-law being preſent and ſome other honeſt 
neighbours, my mouth was opened, and my heart 
enlarged to ſpeak of the praiſes of God, I had a 
large, clear and lively difcourfe of the free grace of 
God to a handful of loſt mankind, and of the man- 
ner of our juſtification, in a popular way, which 
was not only ſenſible to myſelf, but alſo to all that 
were preſent, for my brother-in-law John Reid 
ſhewed me <hereafter that they were all much moy- 
ed. After this the Lord compoſed my ſpirits to 
fleep and reſt, wherewith I was much refreſhed. 
The ſtone being in my bladder it was ſix weeks be- 
fore it came away it paſt thro' my yard without any 
pain, it was of a red colour; I was ſeven or eight 


weeks thereafter under great weakneſs, my ſtomach 
being ſpoiled thro' vomiting, caſt up for a long time 


an unſavoury white phlegm like froth that vexed 
me much, till at laſt by degrees my health was re- 
covered; 1 rode into Glaſgow ſo ſoon as I was able 
tO Doctor Main, and conſulted with him, whole 
advice and receipts are in write lying in my cheſt, 
he told me that when he had ſeen the colour and 
bigneſs of the ſtone, he hoped that I ſhould not be 
ſo much pained hereafter with the paſſing of ſma)l 
ſtones, the uruters being dilated with that great 
one, and ſo I found it came to paſs as he ſaid, for 


a number of ſmaller ones like peaſe I paſt them 


without any pain thereafter and ſhewed me like- 
wiſe that he truſted I ſhould never have a confirm- 
el ſtone becauſe of the redneſs of the ſtone that L 
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caſt out. So it pleaſed the Lord in bis a 
and providence, to bring me through this trouble 
amongſt many other, as formerly. To his name 


be everlaſting honour and praiſe for ever. | 
From the year 1640. to this preſent time, being 


April 1646, I found not much of fenſe or feelings, 


with ſuch ſoftneſs, and melting of heart and affec- 
tions, as in former years I have taſted of, I per- 
ceived the Lord's manner of working and dealing 
with me, theſe four or five years bygone, to be of 


another ſtrain, ſetting me on work by all means, 


to honour him in the way of believing ; and albeit, 
I was ſuipended from the ſweet of theſe former 


feelings, yet all this time bygone, I have been wreſt- 


ling with the Lord, by frequent prayers and ſuppli- 
cations now and then: both for my own private con- 
cerns, and the publick, as he was pleaſed to enable 


me: as will appear by ſeveral paſſages following. 


1 have drawn up here the manner of the Lord's 


googneſs and ſpecial favour to me, in the fall and 
miſcarriage of my daughter Martha, wherein there 


' was both Juſtice, correction, and rich mercy ſhown 


unto her in the time of her bodily * and death, 
as will afterwards appear. 


The ſtory itſelf was thus, there was a young man, 
one Hugh Power, our miniſter's ſtepfon ; who fell 


in love with my daughter, and cauſed propone to 


me his deſire of marriage with her, whole carriage 
at that time, and formerly, I was well pleaſed with; 

and ſo had a real and through purpole to match 
with him: only he and other friends, and we alſo, 
thought it beſt, that in regard of the preſent trou- 


bles all further communing and agreement ſhould 
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reſt. for a time, till both his and her mind were ful- 
ly ſettled; after this, he went to France, and being 


returned, his affections were changed, but diſſem- 
bled the whole matter in a moſt hypocritical and de- 
ceitful way; and to juggle the matter, and cloſe 
our eyes, he deſired a private communing, where- 


in he ſhewed, that be might have thrice as much 


with another, as I had given to any of my former 


daughters: whereby perceiving his deceit, I rebuk- 


ed him ſharply, and ſhewed him that 1 perceived 
his hypocriſy and double-dealing. So the matter 
ceaſed for a time, after this, he labours to inſinuate 
himſelf again the ſecond time, but the ſame effects 
did follow as formerly ; then he took the occafion 
to write me a teizing and diſdainful letter, wherein 
he declared plainly, that the time was, wherein he 


loved my daughter truly: but of late (for what 


cauſe he could not tell) he ſaid, his mind was cloſely 
changed, and atteſted me, as ever I looked for a 
bleſſing to my daughter, that I ſhould divert her 


1 mind, and that I ſhould neither directly, nor indi- 


rectly urge that marriage any further; for brevity's 


: cauſe, I reſolve ro compend all ſhortly ; Notwith- 
ſtanding of all his former miſcarriage, and mocking 


me twice, yea, thrice; within a ſhort time, inſinu- 
ates himſelf again to my wife, and daughter: but 
by all means, I laboured to diſſuade both from giv- 
ing him any more countenance, and not only I, 
but Mr John Bell, Mr Claud, John Reid and divers 


others exhorted my wife, and her from divers preſ- 


ſing arguments to deſiſt, and not to ſuffer themſelves 
to be ſtill mocked and abuſed with him any more; 
Hut all that could be ſaid by them and me alſo, both 
dy fair perſuaſion and threatning, yet both of them 


In. 
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l- in a private way, when I was from home, keeped 
g company with him, till at laſt ſhe was enſnared by 
a- | him: ſo having thus miſcarried and being with child, 
e- I put her out of my houſe, and having ſtayed a 
ſe I little time in this pariſh, ſhe went to Irvine, but 
e- ff before ſhe went to Irvine, ſhe vomited frequently 
h ia quantity of blood, and eontracted a conſumpti- 
er Jon; in this mean time, he is in England with our 
k- | army, and being poſted for by his friends to come 
d home, he returns, and makes a fair ſhew, that he 
er || purpoſes to marry her; but privately declared to 
te divers, that if he got not his intent of me after the 
ts | proclamation, that he would yet deſert the ſame. 
n | But the Lord who is rich in-mercy, dealt graciouſ- 
n | ly with her ſoul, at. laſt through weakneſs, ſhe be- 
1e || came bedfaſt ; and had an earneſt defire, that next 
at || to the favour of God, ſhe might ſee my face, that 
ly | ſhe might humbly crave God, and me her father 
a n, at the deſire of friends, I went to her, John 
er || Reid and James Porter being preſent; ſo ſoon as 1 
i- | came in, ſhe crept to her knees, and cried out with 
's bitter tears, is that my ſweet father, whom I have 
1- | offended, and whoſe counſel I deſpiſed ? The pro- 
'g | digal ſon was not more humbled than ſhe was, be- 
1- || ing brought to a deep remorſe, through the fight 
at of ſin, and ſenſe of God s judgments ; after this, L 
v- | ſpake to her, and repreſented her contempt of my 
I, I fatherly counfel and admonition, that had in God's 

rs | wiſdom and righteouſneſs brought her to this paſs; 

{- | whenever I hatt-ſpoken my mind before them, I 
es forgave her freely, which did much quiet and calm 

>: ber mind; they told me, that both they, and ma- 
th | By others within- the tow n, were exceedingly re- 
mu frethed with many: gracious expreſſions W by 
in. — . 
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| her. Within three or four days, her mother and 
I were ſent to ſee her diſſolution ; we came very 


timeouſly, and got comfortable ſpeeches from her 


to our great ſatisfaction, and ſo being fully perſuad 


ed of the favour of ets. ſhe a -s this mor- 


tal life. - 


| Follows ſome remarkable obſervations and provi- 
dences towards me in this particular, formerly 
mentioned. 


% 


Firſt, It pleaſed the Lord to keep me from a ſin- 
ful indulgence of my daughter in an evil way. 2. 


That I both keeped my huſbandly, and. fatherly 


authority by not giving way to my wife or daugh- 


ter in their indirect, and ſinful courſes. 3. T hat I was 


not led nor directed by any private opinion or will 


of my own, but ſought counſel of the Lord, and of 


divers his ſervants, whoſe advice in all things, fol- 


lowed expreſly. 4. I uſed all means (although i in 
vain) by frequent exhortations, counſels and igtrea- 
ties to diſſuade them From their indirect and ſinful 
courſes, by myſelf and others. 


5. I ſuffered not 
to go without a witneſs; but did often foretel them 
what would be the conſequences and concluſions of 
ſuch ſinful courſes. Having thus acquit my elf in the 


diſcharge of my duty in every thing that lay in my 


power, it gave me no ſmall peace and quietneſs of 


8 mind: and although I know the Lord be juſt, holy 


and fighteous in this chaſtiſement, and correcting of 
me for my known ſinful tranſgreſſions ; yet I ac- 
counted it rich mercy to me, that grace was given 
to diſcharge my duty, and that I was no ways ac- 


Ellary to any known ſinful courſe ; when they 
| 1 
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drank as they brewed, and were diſquieted i in their 
minds, I leeped (for any challenges of omiſſion of 
my duty) in a ſound ſkin, 

1. For when her miſcarriage was made known 
to me, it pleaſed the Lord in his good providence, 
although I got her alone, to keep me up from lay- 
ing a finger end on her, by wronging of her ee, 1 
this was a ſpecial favour of God to me, when I 
conſider what befel the eſtate of her body after 
wards, by her frequent bleeding, and other diſeaſes 
following; wich could not but have been aſeribed 
to me, if I had any ways touched her perſon. 

2. The Lord's humbling of her heart, by ſound 
repentance, whereby ſhe confeſſed many particular 
guiltineſſes of commiſſion and omiſſion, with great 
contrition and ſorrow for the ſame, and many deep 
plunges and exerciſes of mind; and then the Lord's 
manifeſtation of his rich grace, and mercy to. her 
ſou), whereupon there followed ſolid peace, and 
ſtrong confidence; this was no ſmall favour, being 
worthy all obſervation, 

The Lord's hand of providence i in her being 
tranſported to Irvine, where ſhe got the occaſion 
of gracious and godly company ; who were very 
comfortable to her, and they alſo made witneſſes of 
a lively work of God in her ſoul, whereot ſhe gave 
frequent, and clear evidences to all WA did viſit 
her now and then. : 
4. The Lord's timeous advertiſing me to go to 
her, and preparing of my mind freely, and affecti- 
onately to pardon her, wherein ſhe had failed to 
me; and having given clear evidences before wit- 
neſſes, of my fatherly bowels of compaſſion towards 
her, gave her occaſion of much refreſhment, and 

praiſes 


ſineſs; 
| blickly to declare his mind to ſome of my friends, 
and to catch advantages of me, one way or other; 
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praiſes to God, * My timeous coming to her, that 
day before ſhe died, and getting clear and comfort. 
able ſpeeches of her, and a time to confer with her, 
which was no ſmall favour of God. © 

5. As concerning the time of her death, and the 


Lord's tryſting in his ſpecial providence therewith, 


produced to me divers favours and benefits. For at 


that young man's home coming, notwithſtanding of 


his fair pretences, yet the veil of his hypocriſy and 


deceitful intentions, were diſcovered to divers, who 


gave notice thereof to me; which put me to ſome 
piece of exerciſe, and earneſt dealing with God for 
light, and direction how to carry myſelf in that bu- 
bur before the time came, that he was pu- 


it pleaſed the Lord to remove her in mercy, where. 
by I was freed from any imputation or neglect of 
duty, that either he, or any other, could charge me 
with, in caſe he had not gotten ſuch contentment 


of me, as he would have urged: and eſpecially, that 
- he got none of my means contracted to him or his, 


for the child was born, and outlived her ten or 
twelve weeks; and cauſed proclaim himſelf with 
my wife's conſent, ſo that if ſhe had: lived twenty 
days longer, and have been able to have gone to the 


church; I would have been urged by friends to have 
contracted of my means to him, and the children 


reate betwixt them; but the Lord in his goo 
providence, made the juncture of the time of her death 


produce many good effects: for my means was ſpared, 


rich mercy {ſhown to her, and freeing her from all ſin 
and miſery; whereas, if her life (in all human ap- 

pearance) had been ſpared, could not but have been 
'Þ on, very 
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very miſerable and uncomfortable to her, whether 
married to him or not, and doubtleſs burdenſome 
and grievous to me. | 2 


6. There was a providence that the Lord opened 


my mouth for clearing of myſelf from any juſt a- 


ſperſion of inhumanity towards my daughter in all 


my carriage in the preſence of a number of towns 
folks, at the tranſporting of her corps that night. 
Of a truth, I ſee it is not for nought to ſerve God, 
and to call upon his name; and I find it moſt ſafe 
for a man, not to lean to his own underſtanding, 


how pregnant ſoever it ſeem: I remark another thing, 


that when the Lord has a purpole, to lend a man a 
lift in any thing intricate or difficult ; he firſt lets 


him ſee the ſhort coming, the weakneſs, and con- 


fuſiomoſ his own wit; and then drives him to ſeek 
for wiſdom, and direction of himſelf. That place in 


the Proverbs, Chap. ili. 5, 6, 7. would oft be made 
uſe of. Now to God only wiſe, be honour and 


praiſe for ever. 


This miſcarriage of my daughter formerly menti- 


oned, and the many bitter and ſharp eonfſicts that 
I had with my wife about the ſame; together with 
the immoderate grief that I took for my ſon Mr 


James, during twelve weeks that he lay ſick, and 


for his death; was the occaſion, and ſecond cauſe 
of all this bodily trouble, that has befallen me theſe 
twelve months bygone ; as is more particularly ſpe- 
cified hereafter, Le ny 

A ſpecial mercy and favour of the power and good- 
neſs of God, manifeſted to me, on the 87h of June, 
1645. being the day of communionin Steinſton, as fol- 
lows; being highly injured, and provoked to wrath, 
by that man Hugh Power, who having wronged 
. me, 
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5 me, and grieved me much in humbling: of my daugb. 


ter, and in being the inſtrumental cauſe both of her 
ſin and ſhame; and of her untimely death, and of 
many diſcords and much grief betwixt me and my 


wife, and in a great part the occaſion of all the pain 
and trouble that now lyes upon my body: my cor- 


rupt and ſinful nature could not but reſent theſe 


things deeply, and finding my indiſpoſition mighti- 


ly incenſed, ſo that nothing but wrath, paſſion and 


revenge was daily boiling in my boſom; I durſt not 


adventure to approach to the Lord's table, there 


| were ſome other provocations concurring, which 


did grieve me and jumble my mind; for Jean, Mack- 


canguall had out of her accuſtomed way, ſpoken 


reproachfully, and vented miſchievous lies of my 


dear and gracious ſon Mr qames being dead; and 


likewiſe, had forged, and fomented impudent Ca- 


lumnies againſt me and my daughters, whereby 
there was occaſioned ſome heart burnings and- jea- 
louſies betwixt her huſband-and me: all theſe being 


conjoined, were ſtrong impediments and bars, from 
hindering me to addreſs myſelf to the communion- 
table, for I conceived (that in conſcience) my caſe 
and eſtate being thus, it would have been great bold- 
neſs, and fearful preſumption to have drawn near 
to that holy action, in ſuch a muddy diſtemper, and 


to have made myſelf guilty of profaning the Lord's 


table; Mr James Fergushill knowing of my eſtate 


and reſolution, i in a moſt prudent, affectionate, and 


Chriſtian way, laboured with me both by write and 
conference ; that I ſhould not give place to my own 
Judgment and opinion, which he conceived, could 
not but be overclouded and darkned with the con- 
fuſion of the violent ſpate of divers temptations: l 
pre- 
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i. | preſented to him ſundry reaſons of my forbearance 
er (which to me were material and weighty) Firſt that 
of I had never ſo much as once preſented to God by 
y || prayer, that he would be pleaſed to deal with my 
in heart, and to fit it in any meaſure, to forgive and 
r-. paſs by that injury done to me by that young man, 
ſe 2. I conceived, that all who krew my cafe, as not 
ti. being reconciled to either of the-parties, could not 
id || but take offence and judge hardly of me, as of a bold 
ot | and raſh communicant. 3. My light could not ſerve 
re 4 me being in this caſe, which I did explicate to him 
ch at length, notwithſtanding, he was not ſatisfied, yet 
k- | did-much pity my caſe and condition; deſiring that 
n I ſhould yet ſer to, to deal with God being but two 
y || days before the communion, which I thought was 
1d || too late, to get my judgment rectified, being in ſuch 
a- | a plunge of mind, and diſtemper every way; the 
»y || Sabbath being come, I was deſirous to eſchew any 
a- || ſcandal, and reſorts to my ordinary place of ſitting, 
ig || but with that concluded reſolution not to commu»: 
m || nicate. The ſermon being ended, and the elements 
n- | conſecrate, Ducathall goes out of the church, I went 
ſe Þ out after him; and enquired with what conſcience 
d- Jean M<Canguall could communicate, having wrong 
ar Jed her Chriſtian neighbour, and yet neither by her- 
1d ſelf, nor no other, done ſo much as delire to be re- 
1s | conciled ; and next, with what conſcience, could 
te || he, and the reſt of the elders ſuffer the ſame, and 
ad || never admoniſh her: having conferred a little on 
1d | this, he began and dealt with me very effeQtually, 
en | that I ſhould not neglect ſuch an occaſion ; but J 
14 || told bim I could not, nor durſt not preſume being 
n- in ſuch caſe; and backed my reſolutions to him with 
. 1 | reaſons, and having heard my anſwers, he ſaid, he 
ö | knew 
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knew well, that I had ſet my wits on edge, and had fc 
ſpent much, time to cleck out ſuch conceptions for v 
binding up of my own mind, whereat, he and I Þ g 
ſmiled a little both; immediately, he and I being o 
ſitting our alones, in a corner of; the church-yard, 
there ſhined in a bright light upon my mind, in a! 
ſuch a manner, as there is no expreſſion to make 
another ſenſible thereof, that in a ſudden, my mind 
was cleared, and my will changed; the clear noti- 
ons and effects, that in a divine way, preſented them- 
ſelves to my mind, were theſe, 1ſt, My mind was 
filled with a bright light, ſo that my former, and 
preſent reſolutions not to communicate, were all 
ſcattered and evaniſhed : Next, The Lord wrought 
upon my heart and affections by his Spirit very pow- 
. erfully ; ſo that I diſſolved in tears, ruſhing down 
with a preſent ſenſe and apprehenſion of my ſinful- 
neſs, naughtineſs, vileneſs, wretchedneſs and miſe- 
ry; and jointly with-it, mercy, pity, pardon, peace 
and joy fealed up to me; all this was in a very ſhort 
time, whereupon I burſt out in divers expreſſions 
= ' magnifying the high, and great name of God for the 
freedom of his love and favour, ſo graciouſly and 
ſeaſonably manifeſted to me: Ducathall bleſſed God 
= heartily with me for ſuch a divine mercy powerfully 
= wrought before his eyes, and that the Lord had like- 
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wiſe heard prayer in my behalf, and having confer- c 
ed a little with him, and thereafter with Baidland, G 
anent my going to the taple; I went a little in pri- N 
vate, in the fields, where in prayer, ſenſe was re- v 
newed over again, ſo that I came with very great h 
cheerfulneſs, clearneſs of mind, and confidence to v 
the table of the Lord; and was made partaker of v 

n 


that divine ordinance, i in a lively and ſolid manner; 
| for 


et WS... 1 9 


for all ouiltineſs, unworthineſs, and unpreparation 
was laid by, and overſhadowed by the offer of free 
race and mercy tbrough the worthineſs and merit 
of the Mediator Jeſus, &c. 
I am confident this. was a powerful, Ivike, clear 
and unmixt work of the Spirit of God, without the 


concurrence of any natural flaſh, or deluſion from 
Satan; for it was altogether againſt nature or fleſh, . 


its reſolution and purpoſes, and for Satan, although 
he can change himſelf like an angel of light, yet light 
of this kind with ſenſe of miſery, and a lively ap- 
prehenſion of mercy, and anchaſing of me to God's 


ordinanee does he not, nor can he not work. 


Uſes. 1. To be thankful for ſuch a rare mercy. 
2. To regiſtrate this in my mind and heart for mak- 
ing ule N in after times, in the like or ſome 
other ca 3. To be humble, and watehful over 
corrupt nature, ſpecially my predominant of paſſion, 
4. To be inſtant in prayer always, employing the 
Son of God in all that I have to do, and ſetting my 


heart to love him, who ſo freely loves me, notwith- - 


| ſtan ding of all my unworthineſs and fiofulnels, 


Some paſſages anent the delivery 77 my fon John 
from fo many dangers. 


In all the expeditions firſt and laſt, I ſent out my 


ſon John moſt willingly to maintain the truth of 
God, our. covenant, and juſt liberties; and that for 
no by end (God knows) neither for preferment nor 
wordly means, but only out of conſcience to the 
honour of God. It pleaſed the Lord to ſet me on 


work by prayer, and earneſt ſupplication to wreſtle 
with the Lord, for the preſerving of his life in the 
midit of all dangers; ; and albeit,. I had no promiſe 
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of a delivery from outward danger of this kind to at 
build upon, knowing that the ſword devours one pl 
as well as another, and that the Lord deſtroys the ir 
perfect and the wicked. Job ix. 22. and Ezek. xxi, ſe 
3. and that by outward things none ſhould know 8 
either hatred or love, by all that is before them, but li 


that all things come alike to all; here is one event 8 

do 7he rephtecus, and the wicked. Ecclef. ix. 1. 2. * 

Vet I endeavoured by all means to believe, that the 

Almighty God is Lord of hoſts, and a God mighty 8 

in battle, and that none ſtood or fell, but by his 1 el 

Tpecial and determinate providence ; and albeit, I | _ 
was ignorant of God's ſecret will, and decrees, and 

that I Knew circumſtances of time and place, and l 
manner of his providence was unſearchable, and paſt 

finding out; yet-I reſolved according tafifs reveal- S 

ed will, to call on him in the day of tropble, who | b 

8 

1 

t 

b 

t 


is a God that hears prayer: and although I encoun- 
tred with many doubts and difficulites, anent the 
power and providence, and will of God, and his 
decrees ; yet the Lord was pleaſed to clear my mind 
in all theſe : as for his power, I was not much per- 
plexed, and for his ſpecial providence towards e- 
very one of his own elect children, I did not much 
queſtion, nor doubt thereof; according to that in 
Matth. x. and ſundry other ſcriptures, c. And 
for his decrees, I reſolved to paſs by theſe, as being e 
above the reach of men or angels: and for his good R 
pleaſure and will, I put a blank ſubmiſſion into his f 
hand, to ſill it up as he pleaſed, and fo concluded, } 
with that ſaying of our bleſſed Lord, Net my will, : 
but thine be done. 5 | N 
My prayer was backed with divers arguments; 
Firſt, That the Lord who had ſtricken me * 
5 T oY ately 
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ately with a ſharp rod in the removal of my graci- 


0 ous and hopeful fon Mr James that he would be 
© | pleaſed out of his tender pity and compaſſion to 
e ſpare me the comfort of my eldeſt ſon. Next that 


Pay ® 
« 


ſeeing he had poured the ſpirit of ſupplication upon 
me to pingle and wreſtle with himſelf in ſuch a be- 
lieving and ſubmiſſive way, that he would be gra- 
cioully pleaſed for his name ſake not to diſappoint 
my hopes, and amongſt diverſe others, I had one ar- 
gument taken from that permiſſive power given to 
Satan to ſave him who hath covenanted with him, 
that the Lord would fave one of his covenanted 
ones from outward peril, and that if Satan had a 
power to fave for a time, that the Lord himſelf had 
much more power either immediately or by his an- 
gels to ſave, &c 

I ſoughs not hts life abſolutely and peremptorly, 
but in a ſubmiſſive way, that my petition might be 
granted ro me with bis bleſſing and allowance, and 
not in diſpleaſure, I did acknowledge and profeſs, 
that if my petition ſhould be granted that it ſhould. 
be as real an anſwer to my prayer, as if I had had 
the aſſurance of a particular promiſe for the ſame. 

I did vow thankfulneſs in the ſtrength of Jeſus 
never to be forgotten, and that it ſhould be a ſwad- 
ling band to faſten all the reſt of former favours to- 
gether. 

During the whole time of my petitioning and 
wreſtling with God, in the midſt of my greateit 
| fears, the Lord ever bare in upon my mind great- 
g hopes of his delivery, this I told to diverſe whom 
Il loved. 

In the mean time of my wreſtlings I dealt with 
the Lord to get my- affections cleared, and to try and 

* examine 
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examine the matter whether they were more ſet on 
the creature nor on himſelf, I<nquired of myſelf 
wherher would thou ballance thy hart of Chriſt or 


his goſpel, and the favour of God, with the love 


thou haſt to thy bairn, wife, &c. and here 1 found 
_ clearly that I had not a thought to put nothing in 


competition with the former, ſo thro' God's good- 
nefs I found clearneſs and peace in this. At laſt I 


found the ſecret decree of God, and his dealin 
with my mind by pouring on me the ſpirit of ſup- 
plication, and a wreſtling diſpoſition, together with 


the manifeſtation of his revealed will by preſerving } 


of his life in ſo many imminent danger to tryſt and 
meet all in one. 


To make a particular enumeration of all the dan- 


gers wherefrom he was preſerved, it is not poſſible 
for me, I wiſh himſelf may have obſefved them. 


- But theſe in ſpecial I only point at, ſuch as his pre- 


{ervation all that cold winter when they went into 


England, diverſe ſkirmſhesat Bowdenhill, many ha- 


zards at the walls of York, the battle of Lang Mar- 
ſtoun, and a fever he fell into there, thereafter at 
that long continued ſiege at Newcaſtle, wherein 
there were many killed by outfalls, and then at that 
dangerous ſtorming of the walls, whereat there were 
many killed hard by him, and his preſervation at 
Donwater, and at Kilſyth, it pleaſed the Lord not 
anly to ſpare his life in all theſe imminent dangers, 
but allo by his providence ſo to preſerve him firſt 
and laſt that his blood was never drawn. And now 


my requeſt being granted in the firſt,” I would be 


mindful to perform my vows of thankfulneſs daily 
to the Lord, which I mind by the ſtrength of Jeſus 
to raake conſcience of, the next is to reſolve ſtill to 


hold 
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hold a tooſe grip of him, and of what elſe is deareſt 
unto. me, and ſo to depend on God's goodneſs and 
pity with a ſubmiſſion to his good pleaſure, know- 
ing that a change may ſoon come, for the Lord of- 
ten he has ſet the one over againſt the other (or con- 
trar to the other) to the end that man ſhould find 
nothing after him, Eccles. vii. 14. and ſo my only 
beſt and ſafeſt way is to caſt him over on the Lord 
for the future to diſpoſe of him as he ſees fitteſt, for 
he that has keeped him in former perils is that ſame 
Lord to preſerve him for after time, if he ſhall ſee it 


good and fir. To his name be honour and praiſe for 


evcr. LI writ this in Fly 1646. I cannot omit ſome 
paſſages of God's providence anent the ſending out 


| of the ſoldiers of this pariſh in all the three expedi- 


tions; in the firſt there were 28 able young men 
{ent out, my lord there maſter would not ſo much 
as give his countenance, far leſs his concurrence (for 
at that time he was the kings way) yet it pleaſed the 
Lord fo to direct and bleſs me (with the aſſiſtance 
only of fix, or ſeven yeomen) that I gat them all 
made willing and well furniſhed out by a large 


contribution out of the pariſh which came all in 


two days: and the other two expeditions I gat 
them likewiſe well furniſhed out without my lord's 
aſſiſtance this I acknowledge was a ſpecial providence © * 
of God, bleſſing my honeſt and weak endeavours 


altho' but a mean man: that place in the Prov. iii. 5. 


6. at thir times and at many other occaſions was 
made ule of by me: bleſſed be the Lord for ever. 

There are other two particulars of God's good- 
neſs and providence towards me worthy of Kt core 
tion, the firſt was my lord's impoling and exacting 
of four thouſand merks by way of PEI and en- 


tries 
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tries from a number of poor farmers, wherein he 


was very inſtant and preſſing with me, to have my 
aſſent and concurrence, but becauſe I was clear and 


knew well, that it was a courſe of unrighteouſneſs, 


violence, and oppreſſion, therefore it pleaſed God to 


keep both my heart, my tongue and my hand free 


of it, which was well known to the whole people. 


Ninian Weir his officer was only agent in this buſi- 
neſs, I pray God give him repentance, I pitied much 
the poor tenants all that time, for all back doors 
were cloſed in Ireland, being the time of their great- 


eſt ſtirs, and as for my lord he would take no coun- 


fel, and I think he ſhall find the fruit of it ere it be 
long. 


The next was an nd tax or impoſition that 


he would have had me ſtenting on his tenants for 
paying of five or ſix horſes that he took out of the 
pariſh for his own proper uſe when he went to Eng- 


land, but I altogether declined it, whereupon I par- 
ted with him in diſpleaſure, which was known to 
Monkridding, Mr James Ferguſhill, and Hugh Smith 
at the croſs. Verily there is a God that directs the 


minds and hearts of thoſe that ſeek in unto him: bleſ- 
ſing and praiſe be to his name for ever. Written 


Fuly 1646. 
Some remarkable providences immediately after 


that doleful conflict at Kilſyth which I only point 
at After that Montrofe and Allaſter (immediately 
after Kilſyth) had fcattered the whole country that 
were once of purpoſe to have foughten him, ſome 

went to England, ſome to Ireland, ſome lurked pri- 
vatley, but the moſt part took all protections. In the 


mean time altho' I was infirm in my body, yet it 
_ pleaſed the Lord to incline my mind not to fall un- I. 
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er their reverence and protections, but reſolved to 
go to Ireland, and ſtayed in Craigfergus till after 


Montroſe was fouted at Philiphaugh, and during 


he time that the enemy were maſters of the whole 
ountry, it was the Lord's goodneſs that keeped my 
rife (who would ſtay behind me) her young chil- 


ren, my houſes, and my whole goods from any 


ort of violence, rapine, and cruelty of the enemy, 
nd when there came into her four or five of 
hem, the Lord fo overruled their fpirits that their 
arriage was very humane and difcreet to her, Theſe 
verat paſſages of God's gracious overruling provi 
fence to me and mine are worthy to be engraven 
> my mind with all hearty thankfulneſs while I 
ave breath and life. I pray God this country ſide 
nay never forget that unparalleled mercy and fa- 
our. 

| Follows fome particular providences that 1 only 


ut name, becauſe not neceſſary that they ſhould | 


e e enlarged, ferving only for my own private ule. 
1. Theconvincing and clearing of my lord Eglin- 
on's mind anent ſome groundleſs prejudices con- 
eived by him againſt me in ſome particulars con- 
erning my lord his fon, and in ſome prejudices a- 
ainſt my ſon alſo, c. 

2. Another providence anent Giels Buchannan 
ad her ſons, I will ſay no more of, &c. 
3. A third providence anent William Wyllie, 


peaceable way, my whole neighbours wereall con- 


ag ou me peace in my mind, &c. 
4. A 


hat Jam rid of him with a good conſcience, and in 


inced, that I did more than duty to him, for I gave 
im freely down ten bolls of meal and bear which 
ras two years duty all except two bolls, this deal 
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4. A Fourth providence that my two years ac. pre 
counts crop 1643. and 1644. with my lord Mont- tha 
gomerie are fitted and ſubſcribed without any de-anc 
bat or conteſt betwixt his Lordſhip and me, which led 
I did readily expect in ſome particulars as anent the nig 
ſix baggage horſe mentioned in the 68 page andJſſiir 
fourteen bolls meal of indrink in the girnil whichanc 
miſcarried in the time of the ſtirs Auguſt 1645. Ibis 
and ſundry other paſſages that cloſed all well to my and 
own fatisfation. . © 

5. A fifth and ſpecial providence anent the de. thr. 
polition of Mr Alexander Dunlop, wherein I had aſjarn 
| ſpecial hand and intereſt, for the Lord helped meſ was 
well in the penning and drawing up of that lybelſ unk 
againſt him, to the ſatisfaction of all who heard it. the 
The ſeaſonableneſs of the time and other circum · I and 
ſtances was remarkable, as my lord's home coming yet 
at that inſtant of time, his readineſs to concur, the to 
peoples willingneſs to join, all the points coming ſoſ tim 


_ clearly to light, and many honeſt witneſſes, who be-  L 


ing examined upon oath, did prove and inſtruct the of 
fame; the Lord's name be honoured. for riddingq elde 
and freeing us of a ſuch giftleſs, unprofitable, andlof a 
malignant miniſter, &c. | 


J have written here ſome few of the Lord's ſpecial 
providences and mercies to me and mine, albeit i 
1 fhould reckon all (which were impoſſible) they 
world paſs number, what tower ds my foul, my 
body, my eſtate, wife, and children which I purps/ 


to make uſe of as may overtake them, only here I I 
purpoſe to point at ſome few, as follows, &c. wa | 
5 e v 


Imprimis. Upon the 12 Auguſt 1616. The Lordwhet 
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reſerved me from being ſlain by William Weir 
that morning that I ſet on him for ſome indignity 
and wrong that he had done to my father, the devil 
led me continually on, and give me no reſt neither 
night nor day, but held ever the ſpirit of revenge 
ſtirring in me, having ſet on him, he cloſed with me, 
and thought to have ſtrucken me in the belly with 
his hinger, but in God's providence I leapt even up 
and his hinger ſtruck through my breeches between 
my legs, whereupon [I leapt from him, and ſtruck 
three or four ſore ſtroaks in his head and right 
arm, ſo that it was God's great mercy that his life 
was preſerved, for it was in great danger, I eſcaped 
unhurt myſelf. So ſoon as I had done, the devil took 
the vizorn off my face, and then I ſaw how unhappy 
and wicked courſes he led me into, the Lord work 
yet repentance in my heart for it, and give me grace 
to be thankful for it, and to make uſe thereof i in 
time coming, Oc. 

Upon the -28th May 162 3. It pleaſed the Lord 
of his great mercy and providence to preſerve my 
eldeſt ſon's life (called John, being but three years 
of age) having fallen into the well his alone, by the 
* of two little herd lads beneath the yeards, that 
heard him cry in the well: the Lord brought his 
head up again above water, and his hands gat a grip 
of the well ſide, and there he hung a little crying 
and greeting, while the boys that heard him (and 
yet ſaw him not) came and took him out, bleſſed 
be the Lord therefore. 

The Lord preſerved his eye from being dung 
out another time in March 1627. with a lad's club, 
he was cutted both above and beneath the eye-brie, 
whereof he yet bears the mark, when I firſt ſaw it 


all 


3 
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all 8 down and full of blood, 1 thought his eye 
had been loſt ; the Lord make him his ſervant, and 
give him grace when he ſhall come to years to be 
thankful for theſe mercies. 

It pleaſed the Lord in his great mercy to keep my 
craig unbroken, or at leaſt in no leſs peril one day, 
in our own mill Anno 1626. there were three men 
of us taking down the milſtone, and I being in the 
midſt, the ſtone was likely to have come down on 
us, and cruſhed our legs, and to eſchew the appa- 
rent danger, I fell back in the mill trough with the 
whole force of my body, and lighted on my craig 
and ſhoulders, I was fore for ſome ſhort ſpace, yet 
ſuch was God's providence that [I eſcaped unhurt ; 


Alexander Wyllie miller being with me in the time 
'  wondred how I eſcaped, falling both backward and 


ſo high, with ſo great force and violence. 

My father died in Anno 1624. in November. The 
manner of my father's death is worthy the remarking, 
the Lord gave him time and wiſdom for the order- 
ing his maſter's accounts and affairs, which none but 


himſelf could have done, which was no ſmall out- 


ward favour to me, as alſo dealt graciouſly with his 
ſoul all the time, and gave him an happy end, as [ 

have written more particularly in a paper wherein 
is his laſt write, that lies among his evidents and 
writes, this in more reſpects nor one was no fmall 
mercy to me. Nota, not to forget the Lord's provi- 
dences to me at the making of his accompts with 
my lord, &c. Bleſſed be the Lord. 


Here follows the manner of my lord my maſter 
his hard dealing with me a number of years, and 
not a few of God providences to me, which only here 
I have 8 at. a” About 
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About the year 1618. M Lord Eglintoun my 
maſter, having his eye upon iny room of the twen- 
ty ſhilling land of Craiges; and thinking to make 


great commodity thereof for bis own uſe, intruded 


himſelf and ejected me betwixt Tool and Candle- 


maſs, without any warning or decreet of removing, 


but at the broadſide, by an order of law; whereat [ 
was mightily moved, in the time, and what 1 could, 
I hindered any buman from taking of it, ſo that my 
lady, her anger was as muck inraged againſt me as 
my lord's; this was the firſt of their hard courſes a- 

ainſt me, the next was, he began that ſame year 
thereafter, and drew my tiend ſheaf that had not 
been drawn forty years before; but paid ſtocked 
bows, he drew a number of rooms round about me, 


their tiends alſo, and yet continues ſo to do; this 


grieved my mind a number of years, no lefs nor 


the former, until I grew accuſtomed with it: the 


next harveſt, there was much of our corns growing 
in the took, through default of tiending ; when 
he came down to tiend it, I ſhewed him the corns 
how it was ſpoiled, and we likely to be undone and 
beggared; my mind being mightily ſtirred up with 
paſſion, I gave him ſome very hard ſpeeches, where- 
at he was mightily incenſed ; he ſpake none to me 
thereafter, for the _ of two or three years, ex- 


_ cept a word or two. About this time, the Lord 


began to open mine eyes a little, and put deſires in 


me, with fome delight to his word, and to read it 


in private, but in great weakneſs; during this time, 
I had, and have great reaſon to bleſs God for the 


love and good will that many of all ranks bare to 


me; yea, I had the good will of the whole pa- 
riſh, except * Montgomrie | in Lone-head, and 
| His 
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his ſon Robert, who at this time, and ſome years 
after was officer: they were firſt and laſt, my dead- 
ly, and undermining enemies; but of them here- 
after, in their own place. At laſt, it pleaſed the 
Lord, to call my father out of this mortal life, as 
I have more particularly ſhown of before, apa elſe- 
where, in the year 1624. 

My lord after his deceaſe, deſired me that I might 
undergo the office of factory, as he had done before 
me; I thanked his lordſhip for his offer, but hum- 


| bly and modeſtly, I declined it in the beſt terms I 


could; albeir his lordſhip-wronged me mightily, in 


the repeating of my anſwer, I had a number of rea- 


ſons for the time, which made me to refuſe it: I 
followed not only my own will, but alſo the coun- 
ſel and advice of theſe that loved me. The years 
at that time were dear, and the tenants in great 
poverty ; I ſaw likewife, but ſmall.or no benefit to 
be had by it, and the office itſelf kittle and dange- 
rous; I ſaw his officer, Robert Montgomrie wholly 
having the rule of all, and that in the hinderend of 
my father's own time, and at this time much more; 

theſe and ſundry other reaſons which here l ſpare to 
write, made me abſolutely to refuſe it : whereupon 
my iord conceived ſuch wrath and anger againſt me, 


that he was fully purpoſed to root me out of all 


my rooms, had not the Lord of lords ſtepped in, 
and hindred him, and that year from year, by ſuch 
means as his Majeſty thought meeteſt ; immediate- 
ly thereafter (being the ſame year that my father 
died in) in ſeed-time, he would take one little holm 
from me, lying at the Stanley-bridge occupied by 
Andrew Hill; which was kindly and proper to me, 


: my. father, and grand: father before me; he com- 


manded 
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add a plough to come and labour it, 1 they came 
not, being loved and regarded by all my neighbours, 
none of them had will to labour it; I uſed all means 
and moying with him that I could; Mr David Dick- 
ſon told him his mind freely, how high oppreſſion 
it would be, and that if he went on in that courſe, 
how it would not miſs to bring judgment on his 
houſe, Mr John Glaſsford ſpake ro him in like man- 
ner, a man to whom in all theſe my particulars, I 
was not a little beholden to: my lady likewiſe, at 
this time, was become truly my great friend. It was 
wonder to hear how the whole country was filled 


with the talking of his hard uſage to me in this point, 


conſidering likewiſe what he had formerly done to 
me; the very beggars told him of it, when they met 
bim in the way ; there were of all ranks, that bare 
him witneſs of it: at laſt, when he ſaw that he was 
ſo hardly conſtructed of all, to get ſome colour to 
theſe proceedings againſt me; he cauſed a number 
of yeomen, men (the moſt part, all of the name of 
Montgomrie, who were my devoted enemies) 10 
meet on the holm, to give out ſentence, wherher I 
had good title or right to it, or not; this was no 
better, albeit it ſeemed to have a better luſtre; I 
ſtudied to preoccupy theſe of them, whom I fuſpect- 
ed, both by words and money ; but in vain, for 
they treacherouſly diſſembled with me: being met, 


and perceiving that they would ſway his gate, I re- 


ſolved by the advice of the reſt of the yeomen that 
loved me, abſolutely, to put all in his own will, 
and to renounce my title to it; whereupon to be 
ſhort, after many ſpeeches, he was content, that I 
ſhould bruik and polleſs it, during my wife's time; 
I was inſtant many days together with God about it, 
G 2 and 
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and albeit, it was a feckleſs thing, yet, which was 
worſe, my mind was more perplexed about it, by 


night and by day, nor for any of his former, or yet 
latter ſince, of all his hard dealings with me; albeit 
far greater, and of more importance. 'There was 
one night (being the night_before we met on the 
holm) which I cannot but mark, wherein I was as 
heavily weighted, as if my head was to be ſtricken 
off the morn; mine eyes came never together all 
night, but lay rolling in my bed: and yet neither 
before, nor after, when I was ſhored to have the 
reſt of my mail rooms taken from me, I never 
wanted a night's reſt for them all; and this, let me 
ſee that the leaſt affliction when God gives a preſs 
with It, will weight one more nor a greater aftlicti- 
on, when he ſupports; even like the ſtamping iron 
being laid on the money, it is not the ſtamp, but 
the meaſure of the call, that the ſtamp gets; which 
makes the deep impreſſion in the money, ſo is it in 
the matter of affliftion, that night when this matter 
was done, truly the Lord gave me an enlarged heart 
to praiſe his name, bleſſed be his name, for ever 
and ever, Amen, „ 5 | 
Alfter this was ſettled, his lordſhip's grudge and 
miſcontent toward me, ſetiled not, but till conti- 
nued ; yet the reſt of his proceedings, he coloured 
them with ſome more pretext of law, for immedi- 
ately after this, at Paſche; he warned me from the 
reſt of my mail rooms in Salt-coats, and Eaſt Mains, 
having taken my farm room from me of before, and 
now purpoſing, to leave me none but my piece he- 
ritage, None looked that ever I ſhould have gotten 
liberty ro labour it again, yet when Martinmals 


came, it pleaſed the Lord to raiſe up a number of 


By inſtru- 


vid Dickſon, Mr John Glaſsford, Monkridding, be- 
ſides ſundry other country gen tlemenz zwWho with great 


difficulty and much ado, obtained me liberty to la- 
bour that year: the next year comes, and he warns 


me at the church- door, in like manner; the moſt part 
of many of my neighbours thought that I ſhould 
never have gotten liberty to have laboured it : yet it 
pleaſed the Lord beyond all men's expectation, to 


find out a mean, which in all likelyhood ſeemed to 


have drawn my greater overthrow, and yet brought 
it about for my good. The mean and inſtrument 
both, was Helenor Livingſtone, at that time when 
my lady was jealous of her, aud put her away, for 


my lord her huſband; I loved the gentlewoman, and 


ſiood her friend firſt and laſt, and conveyed her to 
Edinburgh; for the which, my lord began to give 
me his kindneſs and goodwill, becauſe of my carri- 
age toward her, who ſuffered ſakeleſly for his cauſe; 

on the other hand, matters were ſo conveyed by 
God's providence, that my lady took no exception 


againſt me: for pari-2ulars not being pertinent, nor 
requiſite to be written here, I Jeave them: only this, 


It pleaſed the Lord, to bear me through in my car- 
riage in this matter, when better wits ſuccumbed. 


The Lord gave me great honeſty of heart, to walk 


{traightly before him, without declining to the right, 
or left hand, but as he directed me, and ſo keeped 
me up from ſinning againſt him in all that matter, I 
ſought earneſtly direction, and found it, bleſt be he 
therefore. 
tion, for the Lord out of this their diſcord, brought 
peace to me; wonderful is the Lord in all his works, 


and his ways palt finding out ! at this time, Alexander 


G7 Man t- 
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inſtruments to interceed for me, My lady, Mr Da- 


This was the mean of our firſt recoucilia- _ 
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Montgomrie of Sevenacres, being factor here for the 
time (and that becauſe of my refuſal) it pleaſed the 
Lord to call him out of this mortal life; and ſo I was 
employed again by my lord, to embrace that office 
of factory, which I was adviſed by all that loved me 
to accept of, notwithſtanding of ſmall hope of gain ; 
whereunto I gave way, and accepted the charge. So 
it pleaſed the Lord to ſettle my long fears, about 
my ontcaſting of my rooms, for I was many a day as 
David ſaid of bimſelf about King Saul, when he was 
perſecuted ; one day or other, 1 ſhall periſh by the 
hand of Saul, 1 Sam. xxvii. So every year after ano- 
ther, 1 expected to be ſhat from my rooms; and o- 
ther whiles, I wascalking and appointing times, that l 
would be put to ſome point, from year to year; and 
not to be under always perplexity of mind, and yet 
was ever diſappointed from time to time, that I ſet 
to myſelf; again ſuch a time ſaid I, I will be at ſome 
point, either better or worſe; and other whiles, could 
have wiſhed the head off, rather nor ay working, and 
yet ever being diſappointed; at laſt, with an abſo- 
lute ſubmiſſion, I rolled myſelf over upon the Lord 
in all patience, that he might diſpoſe of matters, as 
he thought fitteſt in his own time; as now he has 
done from the year 1628, to the writing of theſe 
preſents, July 20. 1631. Bleſſed be his name thro' 
Jeſus therefore, how long it pleaſes his majeſty to 
continue things in peace, and me in their favour ; 
or how ſoon to make a contrary change, himſelf 
only knows: and here I ſubmit myſelf, to be diſ- 
poſed of him as he thinks meeteſt ; and craves daily 
in my prayer of him, for a Chriſtian and prudent 
carriage to them, that are maſters in the fleſh, on 
ihe one part, and a merciful heart to the poor ones, 

DO over 


always to be pitying, an 
caſion ſhall offer. 

There was one thing remarkable, and worthy of 
obſervation, during the whole time of my maſter's 


JAMES MITCHELL. 59 
over whom J have my preſent charge, on the other 
part; the Lord keep me from being an inſtrument, 


directly or indirectly of Fr their faces; but 
pleading for them as oc- 


hardeſt uſage, and greateſt evil will and diſcounte- 
nance; yet it pleaſed the Lord, of his goodneſs and 


providence, to bleſs and increafe my crops and my 


corns, in a far larger meaſure nor now, ſince the 
time of his reconciliation with me; being no ways 
ſenſible of the outward cauſes thereof, more then, 
nor now ; and yet now, on the other hand, what is 
inlaiking of my crops, ſupplies by my factory, and 
ſome other means alſo; I muſt ſay, the Lord has 
been bountiful, and liberal to me in all theſe out- 
ward things hitherto, and has bleſt my little homer 
wonderfully above my expectation, and contrar 
far to my defervings, Bleſſed be his majeſty there- 
fore: the Lord grant me grace, that I may employ 
myſelf, and all that I have for the honour of God, 


and the good of his ſaints; and that I be not a mer- 


cenary hireling, to ſerve him for his benefits, but 
for himſelf, who is the giver of them; I ſay not this 


but that I ſhould praiſe him for the leaſt of all his 


benefits, let be the greateſt, which are not ſmall. 
The Lord make me ready, and enable me for a 


change of any kind, whenſoever he ſhall think meet 


to exerciſe me, and that my heart may lay hold on 
him both in proſperity and adverſity ;. that fo I may 


have more comfort in the one, and leſs diſcomfort 


in the other; Lord be thou my portion, and I ſhall 
not want. | — | HS 
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Another thing concerning God's providence which 
I cannot pals by, about my lord's officer, Robert 
Montgomerie ; who ever in all theſe matters, tra- 
duced, backbate, and ſubtilly undermined me ; he 
ruled all, he abuſed the poor filly tenants, and was 


.  falle and treacherous to my lord his maſter; at laſt, 


when ir pleaſed the Lord to bring him low to ſhame 
and diſgrace; he yoked him with one of his own cou- 
ſins, who in open court before the whole tenants 
detected a number of his knaveries, and falthoods to 
my lord, which he inſtructed all by witneſſes, where- 
upon my lord being mightily incenſed, put him out 
of his rooms, and banithed him out of the ſheriffdom 
and barony ; many a time, would I have been a- 
bout with him, but the Lord diſappointed me, my 
fleh continually ſwelled at him, and had great wreſt- 
lings to get it abated; in the time of his trial, I was 
likely boch to have gotten hurt and diſgrace, I pray- 
ed earneſtly to the Lord, to preſerve me from both; 


he heard my prayer, for the which I bleſs him, and 


ever thall as I can; the Lord is good to all that 
wait on him, bleſt is the man that truſts in him. 1 
with, that from this experience of God's taking ven- 
geance, I may learn a leſſon to ſubmit myſelf to the 
Lord's time,- and not to put out my hand to fight 
with the devil's weapons for my own revenge; well 
is the man, that can get his malice and revenge ſub- 
dued; Lord ſubdue mine and mortify it, and give 
grace, that I may learn to be meek and lowly; for 
this is acceptable to God, and brings great peace to a 
man's own mind. f: equently meditate on that place 
in the Rom. xii. and xiv. to the end. And Eph. iv. 
32. And withaFlook on Chrilt as the pattern of meck- 


neſs, and on his prayer, as the rule of forgiveneſs. 
Upon 
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Upon the 1 5th of March, 1630. My plough com- 
ing home, gat away from the plovghmen, coming 
down at the craft end, one of the foot horſe falls 
on his ſide; whereby it pleaſed the Lord to make 
that the mean of the preſerving of my two ſons from 
danger, that were directly before them, and wiſt not 
of the horſes and plough, that was at their ſpeed be- 


hind them: as likewiſe, the beaſt's life that fell was 
preſerved, that the plough was not drawn through 


it, when it fell; glory be to him for this n a- 
mong many more. 


June, 1633. My ſon James took a pain in his 
eye, and a little a loſt the ſight of it for 
ſome days together; whereupon, I was adviſed by 
Mr David, to take bim to Edinburgh: being there, 
could find none of the Doctors to adviſe with. At 
laſt, it pleaſed the Lord, to direct me to a woman, 
Anh Guthrie, who told me, that it was a ſcattering, 


or a dilating of his ſight; ſhe dropped in ſome wa- 


ter, ten, or twelve times a day; at laſt, whether 
by that mean, or not; it pleaſed the Lord, to give 
him his ſight clearly _ for the which I bleſs his 
name for ever. 

The ſame year, 1633. A little after his eye be- 
came well, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with an 
apparent unknown ſickneſs, which the Lord in his 
rich mercy, removed alſo; there was, faſting and 
prayer, by myſelf and wife and two of my eldeſt 
children; beſeeching the Lord for the removal there- 
ot, The Lord heard our prayer, bleſſed be he there- 
fore; Lord grant that this mercy, among others, 
be not forgotten. Glory be to God for ever, thro? 
Chriſt for evermore. 

In 1633, Being at the Bow-houde, it pleaſed = 

Lord 
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Lord to preferve me from all danger, in a great 


fall that | got from a dyke ſuddenly, among a num- 
ber of ſtones on my broadſide; the manner of the 
danger was only known to myſelf, and in the time, 
and ſince, I. was made ſenſible of God's providence, 
bleſſed be my Lord. In July, 1633. Being in the 
Horſe-Iſle, I fell on a ſharp craig, and hurt my leg 


exceeding ill; and in the homecoming, we were 


preſerved from an apparent danger, Our boat being 
under fail, we ſtruck on a rock that frighted us all: 
the Lord preſerved me there, and made my leg ſound 
and whole alſo : all glory be to him for ever. 


Follews two ſpecial providences of God, the Firſt, 


anent that buſineſs of mine in Fallirk, the Secend, 


about our miniſter. 


As for the firſt, anent my buff neſs in n Falkirk, ma- 
ny a remarkable providence found I therein, firſt 
and laſt; that being convinced thereof ſo clearly, 
the mouth of atheiſm and unbelief was ſtopped ma- 
ny a time; the particulars thereof, I am not able 
to overtake, neither is it expedient that | ſhould 
write them; only I point at ſome paſſages for my 
own uſe, many a time l have both gone, and return. 
ed with a grieved mind; and many a time, firſt and 
laſt, for the ſpace of ſixteen years, met I with ſtrong 
oppoſitions and difficulties: and that by great parties, 
and many a time among hands, the Lord ſet an edge 
on my prayers, exerciſe, my faith; and other whiles, 
refreſhed me with his preſence, and ſweet conſolati- 
ons; as the firſt paſſage of this book (riding eaſt with 
Mr David Dickſon) for one makes manifeſt. I cannot 
omit, to note aword or two of an exerciſe, that I had 
one Sabbath afternoon in the Callendar wood, what 

 heavinels 
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heavineſs of mind I was perplexed with, and what 
difficulty I found either to read, pray, or meditate”; 
wreſtling one, three, or four hours together; I know 
myſelf. Ar laſt, it pleaſed the Lord to enliven ſome 
paſſages of his word, as namely, the Ixxviii Pſalm. 
and Pſa, Ixxvii. and then my mouth with my heart, 


was enlarged to pray, and to praiſe ; whereupon fol- 
lowed great peace and quietneſs of mind that night. 


In my firſt going there, I was ſuſpended four or 


five ſeveral journies, by the old Earl of Linlithgow ; 
betore he would enter my wite to her part of theſe 


feus, that fell to her by her father, after the deceaſe of 
her ſtepmother, who was life-renter ; I was put to 


no {mall trouble in conſulting with lawyers, and in 


paſſing of the ſervice in Stirling: this being ended, 


my Lord of Wigtoun, and his Lady became my great 


unfriends, through an occaſion of a great miſtak- 


ing; alledging without any ground, that I ſhould 
have had a purpoſe to have wronged my good-liſter, 
being their ſervant, who was heir portioner with my 
wife of theſe feus, whereupon, in great deſpite, 
they cauſed her infeft my Lord of Wigtoun in her 
equal half, by way of truſt : here I had ſome piece 
of vexation for a time, yet in God's ſpecial provi- 
dence, that mean of fears, which ſeemed to croſs 
me mightily in the time, the Lord brought it juſt 
contrar for my good: for after this, ſhe marries, 
and my Lord Wigtoun ſtill keeps her title in his 
own perſon, which if it had remained in her perſon, 
ſhe had infeft her huſband, and fo after their de- 
ceaſe, my wife had been denuded of any futher be- 
nefit by her; at laſt, it pleaſed the Lord to remove 
her by death, then in came as great difficulty as e- 
ver, for = Lord of Wigtoun and his Lady, up- 
on 
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Eglintoun could make, both by his preſence, and 
letters divers times; could not induce them to re. 
nounce their title, which was only put into their 
hands by. way of truſt, for the behoof of my god 


\ ſiſter : and failing her to the neareſt heir, the truth 


was, they had another deſign, that my Lord Amont 


ſhould have both the feus, before any other ; at 


length, it refolved ſo, I behoved to canfe my wife 
diſpone to him her own proper right, and the right 
ſhe had to her ſiſter's half, albeit T got not the worth 

of it, yet I was tolerably ſatisfied, having diſponed 


the ſame to my Lord Amont, there followed ano- 
ther hazard, I could get no preſent money, being 


betwixt terms, but only his own bond without any 


cautioner, and could not help myſelf : this was 
hazardous, and a. providence among many more; 
yet there was no inlake of the payment, when the 


term of Whitſunday, 1637. was paſt, at which time 


1 was to receive my money, then I was put in fear 
of my wife's baſtard brother, upon ſome naked al- 
ledgances, that he ſhould have arreſted the money 


in my lord's hands, who would have fought no bet- 


ter ground for the continuation of my money; [ 


was five days together in Falkirk, waiting on what 
ſhould be the event, during which time, I had ſome 


penſive thoughts, and many earneſt prayers ſent up 


among hands to God; it pleaſed the Lord, to bind 
up the companion 's hands, from arreſting the mo- 
ney, and inclined the nobleman to make me thank- 
ful payment of the leaſt penny: and the JaſÞ 75 


vidence of all, was, how it pleaſed the Lord, 


cauſe the money to come to my hands at the me 


time, wherein 1 was obliged to pay both my dangh: 
tels 


ters a ter, which otherwiſe would have diſtreſſed 
me mightily., The money ] got there, ſatisfied both 


| all times hereafter ; who will cauſe all things work © 
for the beſt, to them that love him.- Lord grant me 


me a mercifal heart towards them. 


Lord's goodneſs and providence towards me, in thar 


| bleſs God on my part, he had not ſo Wh as a pre- 


Jiour in any ſort; for as I ſhall be accountable to 


years before his jealouſy brake forth; this was the 


a, 
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my_ſons-in- law, at my home- coming, as the diſ- 
charges make mention. I pray the Lord, to learn 
me to live the life of faith, and to truſt in him at 


a thankful heart for this, as a ſpecial outward favour 
among many more, Bleſſed. be the Lord my God 
for ever and for ever, and bleſſed be thy glorious 

name who is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. 
I got many a bleſſing from the poor tenants in 
Falkirk, that payed me my duty, for the Lord gave 


The next buſineſs (as I ſpake of before) was the 


particular, with Mr Alexander Dunlop our mini— 
ſter, when he fell firſt into his raveries and diſtrac- _ 
tion of groundleſs jealouſy of his wife with ſundry 
gentlemen, and of me in ſpecial. Firſt, I have to 


ſumption. (fave his own fancies) of my miſbeha-- 


that great God, before whoſe dreadful tribunal I 
mult ſtand, and give an account at that great day, 
I was not only free of all actual villany with that 
gentlewoman his wife: but alſo, of all ſcanda 

lous miſbehaviour, either in private or public; yea 
further, as I ſhall be ſaved at that great day, I did 
not ſo much as kiſs her mouth in courteſy, (ſo 
far as my knowlege and memory ſerves me) ſeven 


ground of no ſmall peace to my mind. The next 
point (I bleſs God for) whereia it pleaſed the Lord 
. | | - | to 
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to rel m me, was that when Bankend and I, nh 
in our bill of complaint to. the preſbytery 'of his 
ſcandalous behaviour and carriage in ſundry points, 
which was purſued on my part with no ſmall ha- 
tred and ſpleen, ſo that I did what in me lay to get 
him depoſed ; yet ſuch was God's goodneſs to me, 
that in our purſuit was keeped from all diſgrace 
and affront, as alſo keeped back that I was not the 
inſtrument of his outcaſting ; for howſoever there 


' . were grounds ſufficient of his depoſition, yet being 


purſued after ſuch a fleſhly and deſpiteful manner 
on my part (albeit I had obtained my deſire) in me 
it had been ſinful; and laſt of all the Lord brought 
me cleanly off the purſuit, and ſince, he and I has 
- keeped general faſhions of common civility to this 
day being the 12 December 1637. I pray God may 
open his eyes, and give him a ſight of his weakneſs 
and inſufficiency both one way and other. 
Now praiſe, honour, glory, and dominion be to 
God only wiſe, thro' Jeſus Chriſt (for this and all 
other his providences and favours unto me) now 
and ever Amen. I ſubſcribe with my hand the truth 
. © James MirTcasLs, 
November, 21. 1637. It pleaſed the Lord to re- 
move my ſon Alexander (being nine years of age) out 
of this mortal to immortality upon the day abovewrit- 
ten being Tueſday, he lay ſick about the ſpace of ten 
days, the ſecond day of his ſickneſs he was heard by 
brody of the houſe praying very inſtantly to God to 
be merciful unto him, with a number of other petiti- 
ons as his age was capable of, we apprehended not 
his diſſolution, the boy being ſo quick ſighted and 
ſpirity of himſelf. It pleaſed the Lord the day before 


his death to humble me. in 8 for Him, intreat. | 
— WE 


UQ 
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ing the Lord, that if it ſhould be his pleaſure to re- 
move him, that he would be gracious and merciful 


to him, in pardoning his ſins both original and actual 


for the cauſe of Chriſt, &c. Half an hour before 


his death I inquired what would become of him, 


when he dyed, his anſwer was he hoped to enter in- 


to heaven, then I inquired for whoſe cauſe, he ſaid, 


even for the cauſe of Chriſt Jeſus, A little after this 


he ſleeped away without either ſob or ruttle, 1 


truſt his ſoul js praiſing his redeemer : my mind and 
afteftions were exceedingly confuſed and grieved 


after his death, becauſe of his ſudden and unlook- 


ed for departure, and becauſe I gat not that comfort 
to my on mind, as to win to my knees to recom- 


mend him to God before his diſſolution, howſoever 


I know the unchangeable love of God, depends not 
upon any thing that can flow from man; I conti- 
nued a number of days under great heavineſs of mind, 

ever ſtaring the eye of the dead boy as it were in the 
face, being a proper child, and dearly beloved of 


me. Upon the 27 November 1637. Being humbled 
in private, faſting and praying before the Lord, 


which was ſix days after the deceaſe of my ſon, theſe 
petitions following ſor my uſe in time coming were 
born in'upon me. Firſt, I beſought the Lord to 
make me more humble and lowly in my whole car- 
riage before him in all time coming. 2. That here- 


by 1 might be made more ſenſible of my own mor- 
tality frailty and weakneſs, always remembring that 
all fleth is graſs, and the glory of man like the 


flower of the field, 3. That it would pleaſe the 


Lord to wean my love and affections more and more 
off all things here beneath, and to hold a looſer grip 
'of 9 _ beſt beloved of me, * to ſeek happi: 


Hi. 6 


| 

| 
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neſs, pleaſure, profits &c. (or what elſe) in the allſuf. 
ficient God, whois able ta be all in all to the ſoul that 


ſeeks and reſts on him. 4. That hereby (that is in 
regard of my ſon's removal) I might learn to watch 


and pray and daily to examine my heart, and life be- 
fore God, leaſt that day come upon me unawares, 


5. To be preparing myſelf for further and more 
tryals, as it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to exerciſe me. 
Lord give me a willing heart, and a ſtamp in my 
heart, now while the ſenſe of natural affection is 
green and recent. Lord ſave me from ſecurity and 
backlliding, keep my heart tender and wakerife leaſt 
I fleep and ſlumber. Lord enable me to a conſtant 


delight in the uſe of all the means both publick and 
private, Lord grant me the practice of theſe things 


above written, Cc. 
October. 29 1638. I was mercifully preſerved from 


being cruſhed and ſlain with a ſtone that fell on my 


Face off the kill- ſide lifting a ladder being a windy 
night, 1 bled a great deal of blood ſpecially within 
that fell down in my ſtomach, I was mightily dam- 
iſht, my noſe was thrawn a little with the ſtroak, 


and ever will be, I grew ſick and fainted often with 
the blood that fell down in my ſtomach, about mid- 
night I vomited it all which gave me great eaſe. 


The manner how ſuch a ſtone (which I have yet 
keeped beſide me as a remembrance of God's won- 
derful providence and mercy) of ſo great weight 
could be conveyed to my face doing ſo little hurt, 
could 1 never conceive; ſo I am convinced of a mi- 
raculous and wonderful delivery. Bleſſed be the 


Lord therefore for ever and ever, Amen. 


June 11th 1644. The death of my dear and gra- 


cious * Mr James n It — the Lord in 


great 


U 
5 


gracious ſon Mr James upon the eleventh of June 


1644. being Tueſday in the morning about an hour 


after the ſun-riling in the year of his age twenty 
three years; he was made maſter in Glaſgow in the 
eighteenth year of his age, after which time he ſtu- 


died here in my own houſe about two years and a 
half; the Lord bleſſed his pains and diligence in a 


good meaſure, Mr Robert Baillie then miniſter in Kil- 


winning ſhewed him great kindneſs both by the loan 


of his books, by his counſel, and by an ordinary and 


frequent account taken of his ſtudies : after this he 


was written for by the lady Houſton to attend her 
eldeſt ſon in the college, which I gave conſent un- 
to by Mr David Dickſon's advice, who then was 
gone to Glagow to be profeſſor there, and fo he re- 
mained there attending him, about the ſpace of o- 
ther two years and a half, in the which time the 
Lord bleſſed his ſtudies there exceedingly, and the 


pains taken by Mr David, and Mr Robert Baillie 


upon him (among ſundry, others) had a ſenſible 
bleſſing from heaven, ſo that in a ſhort time he 


paſſed his private tryals and his publick alſo to all 
their great contentments. There were three ſpecial 
gitts diſpenſed to him by the Lord, a notable and 


tight invention, a great memory, with a nimble and 
ready expreſſion, Theſe who knew him were not 
ignorant hereof, after his publick tryals were paſt, 

he came weſt here, anc! preached in Kilwinning and 
and Steinſton to the good liking and ſatisfaction of 
all who heard him, ſo that all who knew him bleſt 
God in his behalf, and were very hopeful of his gifts 
and abilities, after this he went back to Glaſgow 


before Martinmaſs in 1643. where he both attended 


1 his 
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great mercy to tall to himſelf by death my dear and 
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his pupil "OE his ſtudies: he preached | in Glaſgow 
twice or thrice, wherewith all that loved Chriſt and 
his goſpel were well pleaſed that heard him there, 

Mr David, Mr Robert Ramſay, and Mr Robert Bail- 
lie had great hopes of his gifts in preaching, and told 
me that I had great reaſon to bleſs God for his gifts, 
and graces beſtowed on him above all their expecta- 
tions, for beſide theſe gifts above written, the Lord 
| had taken him truly by the heart, and wrought 
graciouſly with his ſoul, he had given himſelf to 
faſting and prayer, and "the ſtudy of the word of 
_ God, and reading thereof was become his great de- 
lig bt. He was mightily ſtinted and bended in all 
bis ſtudies, meditations and writings, and among 


other fruits of his meditation, invention and pains, 


he drew up a model and frame of preaching, which 
he intitled the method of preaching, whereof I will 
ſay nothing, but theſe who underſtand and has 
read it, ſays, it will ſpeak for itſelf; many other 
manuſcripts left he behind him as evidences of his 
undefatigable pains. The occaſion or outward 
mean in God's providence of the firſt contracting 

of his ſick neſs was his extreme abſtinency and drink- 
ing of water, joined with his more than ordinary 


ſtudies, for ſo far as both himſelf and we could con- 


ceive, the cauſe inducing him to this great abſtin- 
ence he would never be pleaſed to acquaint us there- 
with firſt nor laſt. But ſo far as I can conceive by 
ſome of his manuſcripts, he has had ſome ſpecial 
corruption and infirmity pingling with, and to get 
it maſtered, cruſhed and dung dead has fallen upon 
the exceſs of a good mean, had it been moderately 
uſed, but not remembring his own weakneſs, nor 
being ſenſible what would be the conſequences 
| thereof 
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thereof went on in that courſe of abſtinence till mat- 
ters, were paſt ridding, for incontinent his body be- 
gins to languiſh, his ſtomach to refuſe all meat, his 
conſtitution to alter, and melancholy (which was 
nothis natural) began to abound : Mr David laid his 
eſtate much to heart (Mr Robert Baillie being all 


this time at London) and keeped him fifteen days 


with him; thereafter he came out to Houſton and 
ſtayed there fifteen days with the lady, of whoſe 
kindneſs, love and reſpect, together with her daugh- 


ter's the lady Crumlie firſt and laſt I am not able to 
expreſs, for her favour towards him partly for the 


care he had of her ſon, and partly for his gifts and 
graces of God conferred on him, was more than or- 
dinary, for when he left her and came home ſhe 
ſhed tears abundantly, and diverſe times hereafter as 
letters went to her ſhewing of his eſtate. And having 
ſtayed in Houſton the time foreſaid | ſent for him, 
the firſt night he was with Ralſton and Ducathall 
being there by occaſion attended him all the way till 
he came home here, for he was not able to ride two 


mile together, but behoved to go into an houſe 
and reſt him an hour. So ſoon as I ſaw him, my 


mind and affections were not a little moved for 


there appeared at firſt clear evidences of his death, 


for his body was melted away, after he came home 
he put on his clothes ever day for the ſpace of fif- 
teen days and after that lay bedfaſt for the ſpace of 


ten weeks, which made twelve weeks in whole un- 


til his death, during which time the Lord was very 
gracious and merciful to him, as is ſpecifyed here- 


after, his body by degrees daily languiſhed till he 


became like an anatomy, yet his face remained ever 
pleaſant, beautiful and well coloured even to his 
T4 | laſt 
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laſt day, he never took a flux ul within ten days 
before his death, he caſt out abundance of chick 
groſs and ſometimes yellow phlegm, all means were 
uſed but in vain, he had an antipathy to all con- 
fections, ſirups, conſerve of roſes, or any other cor- 
dial or comfortable things; the little nouriſhment he 
made uſe of was ſowens, or hot milk and the like, he 

was vilited moſt frequently by all loving neighbours, 
of all ranks; we who were his parents made con- 


ſcience to diſchar regal duties of love to him, by night 


and day, firſt an& laſt, with as great tenderneſs of 
affection as could be. There was no night at the 
beginning but there were two according to his own 
mind that waited on him, and the laſt five or ſix 
weeks there were always three or four waiting night- 
ly on him and ſometimes more. The laſt twenty 
days he was not able to turn himſelf, but as we lift- 


ed him ; many ſweet, wiſe and gracious diſcourſes, | 


had [ with him in the time of his ſickneſs, the day 
never ſhone but I was blyth when I ſaw him living 
in the morning, and was ever refreſhed with every 
day's continuance, the Lord knows my ſoul had ne- 
ver a moment's wearying of him. He took diverſe 
| hatches and ſwarfs at ſeveral times but recovered, 
at which time he had moſt lively and comfortable 
_ diſcourſes and powerful exhortations to all who 

were about him. At laſt upon the tenth of June 

about the ſun ſetting he became very lick and lay 
ſpeechleſs two hours, after that he recovers and ſpake 
comfortably to us, after that hatche he ſpake none 
again for other two hours, and then he ſpake moſt 
confidently to us about half an hour ſbewing that 
he found great pain n his diſſolution, but mixt with 


great * and Rrong confidence of a glorious 
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victory, he beſought the Lord to open the. gates 
that he might enter in, forty ſeveral times that night 
he prayed that the Lord would haſten his coming 
for Jeſus Chriſt ſake, many a time were his eyes 
lifted up with his hand and the tuikling of his fin- 
gers, and ſo at laſt moſt ſweetly in the preſence of 
many honeſt neighbours he ended his warfare and 
yeilded up his ſpirit-on the 117 of June 1644. A 
little after the ſun riſing, being twenty three years 


or 32086, Oo, = 


Follows ſome obſervations of God's ſpecial provi- 
dence towards my ſaid ſon Mr Fames the time of his 
ſickneſs and at his death, etc, 


Firſt, he came here in a very jump time, ſo that 
in all appearance had he ſtayed any longer in Houſ- 


ton, he had not been able to have come home, which 


would have been no ſmall grief to himſelf, and to 
us his parents. „„ 


24ly, After his home coming, being very ſenſible 
of his natural conſtitution and of his melancholick 
humour for the time (which ſhortly did evaniſh af- 
ter his home coming) he was exceedingly afraid of 
the cracking of his wit, whereupon he ſent up fre- 
quent and earneſt petitions to the Lord, to hold his 
hand about his natural ſpirits, and to keep him calm 
and ſober, which accordingly were graciouſly and 
ſuperabundantly heard, for from his firſt coming 
within doors to his laſt breath, he had never ſo much 
as an extravagant expreſſion, but was as ſolid (if 
not more) clear and compoſed in his judgment, 
memory, and all his diſcourſes from the firſt to the 
laſt, as ever he was in the time of his health, this 
| : | I was 
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was known to all who came frequently to viſit him, 
3aly The Lord was pleaſed graciouſly to guard 
his mind and heart from the malice and dint of Sa- 
tan's temptations, ſo that ſcarcely was his confidence 
and peace in God ever much brangled, or if the 
Lord was pleaſed to ſuffer any little aſſault, it ſoon 
evaniſhed, and did not diſquiet him much, his feel- 
ings and ſenſe were not frequent nor great, but his 


faith and confidence in God thro? Jeſus Chriſt was 


ever ſtrong and pregnant, which he ſaid to me di- 
verſe times was more ſure and ſolid than the other, 
I ſhewed him it was the Lord's rich mercy that held 
off Satan's battering and wicked temptations of his 
mind now in the time of his weakneſs; his anſwer 
was that the Lord before his ſickneſs had made faſt 
work with him about the matters of his ſoul, for he 
toid me he had been under deep plunges of mind 
and fore exerciſes under ſenſe of guiltineſs for a long 
time together before ever he had ſolid peace and 
clear confidence; often ſaid he unto me unworthy 
I, baſe and naughty I, am freely beloved of the 
Lord, and the Lord knows my foul loves him dear- 
ly back again, and his next anſwef was that the Lord 
knew his weakneſs to be ſuch that he was not able 
to encounter with a temptation, and fo out of ten- 
der compaſſions pitied him : > a 
4th The Lord tempered ſweetly all his ſickneſs 
and pain to him, ſo that neither the one nor the o- 
ther was violent, but ſober and calm, and got ſome 
good meaſure of ſleep and reſt now and then. The 


manner of his diſeaſe was very comfortable to him- | 


ſelf and us both, for it was no way loathſome, he 
had never a flux (being bedfaſt ten weeks) but with- 


in ten days before his death, his breath, his phlegm, 
ar 
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or outcaſting, and his bed had never a more plea- 
ant ſmell in the time of his health. . 
5th The Lord gave him a wonderful and mar- 
vellous manner of ſubmiſſion and patience all the 
time of his ſickneſs, and notwithſtanding his body 
was beeome like an anatomy (his face always remain- 
ing well coloured and well favoured) and his bones 
almoſt cutting the ſkin with a great heat and a fry- 
ing in his bones and ſinews now and then, yet I am 


ſure there breathes none, neither man nor woman 


that ever heard a word of complaint or fretting out 
of his mouth to his laſt ſob, yea ſcarcely (or ſeldom 


at leaſt) was he ever ſeen to weary but thought his 


maſter's time well worth the waiting on, thele who 
did viſit him, but eſpecially theſe who did attend 
him night and day can affirm this to be a truth : 

6th He was often refreſhed, ſomerimes with the 
ſight, and ſometimes with the hearing of honeſt and 
oracious neighbours of diverſe ranks, and other kind 
friends who frequently did viſit him, ſo that both 
he and we his parents had great reaſon to bleſs God 
for the comforts thereof, that we had no reaſon to 
complain as Heman did Plal, Ixxxviii. 18. Lover 
and friend has thou put far from me, and mine ac- 
quaintance into darkneſs. 


7th The Lord gave a peaceable time wherein we 


bis parents gat all duties neceſlary diſcharged to him, 
which among other of God's good providences, was 
no ſmall favour, conſidering of the preſent eſtate of 


thouſands in Ireland but eſpecially now in England, 
I who doubtleſs in many parts thereof, theſe who are 
lick or ſore, are hurled out of their beds. And next 


that the Lord enabled us to go about all duties to 
him, with very great tenderneſs of love and feeling 
| | N ; com- 
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compaſſions as flowing both from nature and grace, 
ſo that in a very good meaſure without diminu- 
tion of a grain weight of our warmeſt and melting 
affections, we his parents were not inlaiking to him 
even to the laſt, which now gives us ſome peace and 
quietneſs of min J. 
* 8th The Lord's tender and gracious manner of 
dealing with his ſoul at the time of his ſickneſs is 
ſpecially worthy of obſervation by us who were 
daily witneſſes of the ſame. Our hearts could not 
have wiſhed a more comfortable and lively mani- 
feſtation of the indwelling of the Spirit of Jeſus, 
nor a larger meaſure in an ordinary way of the diſ- 
penſation of his graces nor was communicate to him 
at diverſe times, many diyine and ſolid expreſſions 
were now and then uttered by him to diverſe who 
did viſit him when conveniently he was able to ſpeak, 
but ſpecially at three or four ſeveral times after 


ſome great hatches and ſwarfs, when to his own | 


appearance and ours alſo, he was likely ro have 
diſſolved, a part whereof I have drawn up hereafter. 
Many a time were we his parents, ſpecially I myſelf 
abundantly refreſhed with diverſe gracious and pru- 
dent diſcourſes, together with many wiſe, affection- 
ate, and ſoul counſels, ſometimes conjunctly and 
ſometimes a part one from another, 

9th For the manner of his death, alſo he had 
great wreſtlings with bodily weakneſs, and ſome 
pain in his diſſolution, yet was his confidence ſtrong, 
and the eſtate of his ſoul moſt glad and chearful, 
as he expreſſed himſelf diverſe times to us in moſt 
lively and comfortable words, and when he was not 
able to ſpeak he lifted up his eyes and hands fre- 
8 towards heaven and cauſed all his fingers 
| ſhiver 
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ſhiver within leſs nor half an hour before his death, 
in preſence of many honeſt witneſſes. | 


10th Laſt of all as he was freely beloved of the 
Lord, and dear unto him, fo it pleaſed the Lord to 


| make him have reſpect and favour in the eyes of all 


honeſt people of all ranks who knew him, ſo that 
now being dead, his name ſhall be like an precious 
ointment, that ſhall favour and ſmell well after 
him: Glory to God thro” Jeſus for ever. Amen. 

I have thought good to draw up in ſhort ſome ex- 


preſſions uttered by him in a lively way to myſelf 


and diverſe others, on his fick-bed, a ſhort time be- 
fore his death. He had many gracious diſcourſes, 
amongſt which he diſclaimed much againſt the vanity 
of youth, mainly againſt vanity in wearing of long 
hair, and apparel not beſeeming, fooliſh geſture, 
vain walking, imprudent ſpeaking, wiſhing it might 
be amended ſpecially in young ſcholars, and young 


miniſters, as being but the froth and vanity of the 


fooliſh mind, among other things he deſiderate 
much pride and ſaucineſs in many young preachers 


and ſtudents, by uſurping priority of places at doors 


and tables which became them not, being frequently 
marked and cenſured by all who were wile, he ſaid 
there was no true reſpect nor honour. neither with 
God nor man, but to theſe alone who were modeſt 
and humble, therefore adviſed that great circum- 
ſpection were had by all young preachers and ſcho- 
lats in there whole carriage, ſpecially in going in at 
doors and places, and at tables; he conceived their 
modeſty ſhould be ſuch that they ſhould take no 
place till they were firſt urged to it;this manner of 
carriage he ſaid would evidence much their modeſt” 
and humble — and by ſo doing, there 

[ would 
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would be none that are gracious, but they would 


have theſe and the like in honour and regard, and 


ſo their reſpect and eſtimation ſhould bewith greater 
credit when they ſhould be put to it by others than 
uſurped by themſelves ; he ſpake largely to this pur- 


pole, and exclaimed frequently againſt himſelf for 
his own practice, yet he ſaid he was ſet to, in the 
ſtrength of God to mortify the ſame, He had fre- 


quent exhortations to his mother and me ſometimes 
conjunctly and whiles feverally, eſpecially to love 


and unity amongſt ourſelves, and that every one of 


us ſhould carry ourſelves to other as the word of 
the Lord required at our hands, and above all things 


to fear God, and delight in his word, he ſaid oft to 
me, that dearly loved he the book of God, he be- 


ſought us to be frequent and inſtant in prayer ſhow- 
ing that it was an unknown thing, and a thing of 
another world, and that the influence of prayer be- 
hoved to come out of heaven, therefore ſaid he the 
ſpirit of ſupplication muſt be wreſtled for, or elſe 
all prayer would be but lifeleſs, natural, or formal. 


He told me a ſtrange paſſage anent prayer, that be- 


ing in Bagles with the lady Houſton, and ſome coun- 
try gentlemen with her, the ſpirit of ſupplication 
and prayer was poured on him in ſuch a powerful 
and lively manner, two ſeveral days before they 
went to dinner that there were none who were pre- 
ſent, but they were mightily affected, and all of 
them ſhed tears in abundance, and yet at night two 
of them together, he found himſelf ſo ſuſpended, 
emptied-and dead, he durſt not adventure at all to 


pray any of theſe two nights but went to bed and 


made him to be ſick none knowing but himſelf 


what the matter megned ; he ſaid from that time he 
: Vas 
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was convinced, that the diſpenſation and influence 


of ſpiritual, lively and divine prayer came only 
from heaven, and-from no abilities natural that was 
in man. The laird of Cunnigham-Head being come 
to viſit him (as he did very frequently) he began 


and made an enumetation of all the remarkable paſl- 


ages of God's goodnels apd providence to him (e- 
ſpecially ſince he contracted ſickneſs) as in ſhowing 
infinite mercies to his ſoul, tender compaſſions to- 
wards his body and natural ſpirits, patience and ſub- 


, miſſion to his will without grudging, calmneſs of 
ſpirit without paſſion, ſolid and conſtant peace with- | 


in and without, ſweet and ſeaſonable reſt without 
wearying, his diſeaſe no ways loathſome, the com- 
fort of kind and gracious friends and neighbours to 


viſit him, the tender love and affection of warm and 


dutiful parents, and the comfort of any thing elſe 


that was refreſhful brought to his hand. Then he 


ſaid to the laitd, this is far beyond the Lord's man- 
ner of dealing with many of his dear ſaints, the a- 
poſtle Paul he faid, had not ſuch a well made bed 


when he lay in priſon, and he pointed with his hand, 


neither had he ſuch a pair of white ſheets as theſe 


to ly in, now Sir, ſaid he, think ye not but 1 ſtand 


greatly obliged to the goodneſs and kindneſs of God 


thar deals thus graciouſly and warmly with me every 
way, then he burſt out in hearty praiſes to God, in 
a ſweet and lively manner : the laird being preſent 
with him another day, and looking out of his bed 
tothe ſun ſhining brightly on the houſe fide oppoſite 


to the window being about the 26 of May, be ſaid, 


O what a ſplendor and glory will all the ele&t and 


redeemed faints have one day, and O, how much 


more will the glory of that Creator be, who ſhall 
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communicate that glory to all his own ; but the 
the thallow thoughts of {illy man, is not able to con- 
ceive the excellency and eternity thereof, &c. 

And another day, looking in like manner to the 


ſun, and clearneſs of the day, he ſaid to Mr James 


Fergushill, O ſeeing the nether vaults do ſhine fo 
brightly and are fo glorious, what will be the ſplen- 
dor glory and beauty of the palace above theſe dark 


vaults. 1 enquired of him (Mr Jeremy Mackqueen 


being preſent, and conferring about communion, 


and fellowſhip with God) wherein ſtood our com- 


munion with God, firſt (ſaid he) In reconciliation 


and peace with God, which is the firſt effect of our 


jaftification ; then there was accels to God, and love 
to him, patience and ſubmiſſion to his will, Oc. 
Then the Lord's manifeſtation of himſelf to us, as 
Chriſt ſays, John xiv. 2 1. ſee the 20 verſe. this he in- 
ſtanced divers ways, which eſcaped me: I enquired 
of him one day, if his peace and confidence was at 
any time brangled with temptations, he ſaid to me 
not much. I anſwered, that 1 thought that ſtrange, 
but he replied, that he had made faſt work with the 
Lord, before his trouble came on, and fo now it 
remains the ſurer. Next, The Lord (ſaid he) knows 
my weakneſs, and. fees that I am not able to ran- 
counter with ſtrong temptations, and ſo holds off, 
and guards me ſrom Satan's malice; and if my ma- 
ſter (whom I have laid hold upon) fail me not, I 
am ſafe, and may reſt ſecure; and it were high blaſ- 
phemy, to queſtion his truth and omnipotence, &c, 
He ſaid one morning to Hugh M*Cron and me, 

1 am not afraid of death, for I reſt on infinite mer- 
cy, procured by the blood of the Lamb, and I know 
no leis can do my turn. Then he ſpake, as it were 
5 to 


to himſelf, fear not little el it is the Father's 


will to give you a kingdom, Then he faid, what 


are theſe who are of this flock, even ſinners; I came 
not to call the righteous, but 5 nners to repentance. 


But what kind of ſinners, only theſe who are ſen- 


{ible of fin and wrath, and ſee themſelves to be loſt 
things; therefore ſays Chriſt, I came to ſeek, and 
to ſave theſe who are loſt ; there are two words here, 
ſeeking and ſaving ; and who are theſe? even theſe, 


who are loft bankrupts that has nothing to pay, theſe 
are the kallans whom Chriſt ſeeks, and who are of 


this flock, &c. 


And to John Kyle another morning, he (aid with | 
deep ſenſe, twice over, My ſoul longeth for the Lord, 


more than the morning watch for the morning. 
At another time. he perceives me mightily affec- 


ted, and ſhedding many tears; he ſaid, Father I can- 


not wyte you to mourn, for | know you have ſome 
thought, that I might (with God's bleſſing) prove a 
hopeful and n child to you, but comfort 
yourſelf in this, that or it be long, I will be at a bleſ- 


ſed reſt, and in a far better eſtate, nor I can be into 


this life; freed from fin, and all kind of miſery; and 


within a ſhort time, ye will follow after me, and 


in the mean time, encourage yourſelf in the Lord, 
and let not your mourning be like theſe that have 
no hope: the Lord by degrees will aſſwage your 
grief, for ſo he has appointed, or elſe one would 
ſoon be ſwallowed up and come unto nought: But 


to clear and convince your mind more fully, that 


I could never have been remoyed out of this life in 


a more ſeaſonable and better time nor now, having 


doth the favour of God and men, (being hopeful that 


my name ſhall not have an eyil ſmell and ſavour when 


I - Lam 
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am gone) for none knows what affronts, griefs 


and calamities I may fall into; and for you who are 
my parents, ye know not what diſcomforts ye might 
have of me another time, as for my gifts and mea- 
ſure of preaching, that ye may conceive me to have, 
whereby I might edify others, and be refreſhful to 
you; your hopes and others alſo in this, or it were 
long, might be far diſappointed : for it is juſt with 
me (to make a homely compariſon) as it is with a 


two year old colt, that looks well favoured, where- | 


of men will have hopes, that it may prove an able 
horſe, and yet be nothing but a jade; 1 have ſeen 
ſome young men that many have had a great conceit 


of, at their firſt outcoming to the public miniſtry, | 


and yet in a ſhort time, their hopes and conceit have 


. © evaniſhed ; ſoit may fare with me (if I were to live) 


and for croſſes and troubles, how might my life be 


made bitter to me; for when I think, what oppoſiti- 


on I might have, or I was an actual miniſter, by di- 
viſions of people and patron, and preſbytery ; it could 
not but overweight me, and then being entred, what 
2 fighting life with a ſtubborn people might be my 
my lor, I know not; and then what diſcontentment I 
might! have in a wife (which is the lot of many honeſt 
men) is uncertain ; then cares, fears, ſtraits of the 
world, reproaches of men, perſonal diſeaſes, and the 
devil, and an evil nature to fight with; thele and 
many more, cannot chuſe but keep a man in a ſtrug- 
_'oling eſtate in this life; and now leaſt this ſeem 
dut a meer ſpeculation, I could inſtance theſe things 
in the perſons of many worthy men: I paſs all, and 
will only point at one (whole gifts and graces arc 
well known to you) viz. Mf David Dickſon, who 


| | am {ure, God bas made the inſtrument of the con- 
5 ver- 


verſion of many a ſoul, and much good to this 
country, yet how this gracious man has been toſſ- 


ed, what one way and what other, ye are not ig- 
norant thereof; for by ſome giddy headed people 
of late, he is eſteemed an apoſtate, and how he is 


forgot of that people (by many of them) upon whom 


he beſtowed no ſmall pains and labour, is notourly 
known; and how he is reproached and born down by 
the leaders of that people where he is gone to of late 
(being wicked malignants) and by a perverſe preſby- 
tery (I mean the moſt part) is more nor evident. And 
you know that the Lord made him a gracious inſtru- 
ment in thislate reformation, and yet how he hasbeen 
lighted by the ſtate, and the Kirk alſo; you are not 
ignorant of it. He ſpake ſundry other things, con- 


cerning ſeveral griefs and miſcontentments he had o- 


therwiſe, which is not expedient to expreſs here; and 


when he had ended concerning Mr David Dickſon, 
he faid, I might inſtance ſundry others, but I ſpare, . 
only (faid he) | leave you to conſider, when ſuch 


worthy men find nothing. but vexation of ſpirits 
here on earth; what reaſon have I to bleſs God, that 
in mercy, is timeoully removing me from all trou- 


ble: and will make me as welcome to heaven, as if 
I had preached forty years, for he knows it was my 


intention (by his grace) to have honoured. him in 
my miniſtry ; and ſeeing he has accepted the will 
for the deed, what reaſon have I to complain; for 


now Jam willing, and ready to be diſſolved, and 


to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all ; wherefore 
dear father, comfort yourſelf with this, &c. 
In a conference with him, anent the relicks of ſin 


in the godly, and the combat betwixt the fleſh and 


the ſpirit; I ſaid to him, I am ſure ye are not now 
| trou- 
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troubled with corruption, being ſo near to death; 


he anſwered, ye are altogether deceived, or miſtak- 


en, for aid. he) fo long as my one foot remain. 


* eth in the earth, although the other were tranſlated 
above the clouds, my mind will not be free of ſin- 
ful motions, whereupon he regreted, that he could 


not get his mind and affections ſo lifted up, to dwell 


or meditate on God, his word, or that endleſs life, 


as he could have wiſhed: and that he could not find 
that benſal of ſpirituality, by entertaining ſuch 
thoughts of God's greatneſs and goodneſs as became; 

but was perplexed with vaging thoughts many a 
time, yet he was confident that the Lord in his rich 
mercy, would pity and paſs by this his weakneſs, 
and infirmity. Many a time he ſaid, unworthy 1, 


| baſe and naughty I, am freely beloved of the Lord, 


and that the Lord knows, my ſoul loves him dear- 
ly. About ten ar twelve days before his death, he 
took æ great ſwarf, and was ſpeechleſs half an hour, 
fo that we thought, he ſhould not have recovered, 
But in the mean time, he was rapted up, and raviſh- 
ed in ſpirit, with divine contemplations ; at laſt, he 
began to recover out of the ſwarf, his heart being 
enlarged, and his mouth-opened in the preſence of 
many, out of deep fenſe and ſolid manner, he had 


feet and lively exhortations, to alF that were about 


him; ſo that there were none preſent, who were 
not mightily affected with what he ſpake : and there- 


after he directed his ſpeech to me, ſaying, Be glad, Sir, 


to ſee your ſon, yea, I ſay your ſecond fon made a 
crowned king. And to his mother he ſaid, Mother 


| be of good courage, and mourn not for want of 


me, for ye will find me in the all- ſufficiency of God. 


Then he faid, ä I give thee a defiance. thro” 


Jeſus 


and cauſed all his fingers ſhiver and twinkle thick; 
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jeſus Chriſt; and then again, he ſaid to all that were 
about him, Sirs, This will be a blyth, and a joyful 
goodnight, In the mean time, Mr John Bell came 
in, and he faid to him, Sir, You are welcome, to 


I be a witneſs, to ſee me fight out my laſt fight; and 


after this, he held him quiet, and got ſweet reſt, 
Within two days, Mr John Bell being come to viſit 
him again, he ſaid, O Sir, But I was glad the laſt 
night that ye were here, when I thought to have 
diſſolved, that I might have met with my Maſter, 


-and have enjoyed his preſence for ever: but I was 


as grieved, and ſorry when I perceived a little re- 
verting, and that I was likely to live longer, G. 

He ſaid to Mr Gabriel. Cunningham, conferring 
about death, and the manner of diſſolution; O how 
{weet a thing it were for a man, to ſleep to dead in 
the boſom of Chriſt. He had many other lively and 
comfortable ſpeeches that did eſcape me. The day 
never paſt during the whole time of his ſickneſs, but 
| was ſweetly refreſhed by him or night. 

That night wherein he departed this life, in the 
morning being the 117h of 7Zunc, 1644. He was ſen- 


ſible of great pain that night, whereupon he ſaid, I 


fee it is true, that we mult enter into heaven thro? 
trouble, but the Lord will help us through it : then 


he faid, I have great pain, but mixed with great mer- 


cy, and {ſtrong confidence. He called to mind, that 


laying of John Knox on his death bed, ſaying, c I do . 


* not eſteem that a pain, which will be ro me an end 
of all trouble, and the beginning of eternal felici- 
* ty. His laſt words were theſe, Lord open the gates, 
that I may enter in, and a little after, 1 enquired 
what he was doing, whereupon he lifted up his hand, 


and 


ſon John Mitchell, for whom I have had often a ſad 
heart, ſince his outgoing firſt to the public ſervice, | 


ly drawn up in this book, ſeveral paſſages of God's 


age; as namely, his delivery out of the well, having 
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and fo he ſleeped to his eternal reſt. Glory to that 
immortal God through Jeſus Chriſt, for ever, Amen, 
Being now to draw up in ſhort, a ſad ſubject con- 
cerning the death of my eldeſt, and dearly beloved 


and now of late, before and ſince his death, many 
mourning and dreary days; and for whoſe remem- 
brance, I fear my wounds be not bound up in haſte, 
I have thought good to mention, that I have former- 


providence towards him in his infancy, and younger 


fallen his alone into it, being a child: and the pre- che 
ſervation of his eye from being dung out. But I dai 


eſpecially, his many and wonderful prefervations and du! 


deliveries, during his*abode in the public ſervice, I arc 
as is ſet down at length formerly, c. his 
It pleaſed the Lord likewiſe, mercifully to pre- the 
ſerve him from the plague of peſtilence, being in I 36 
Glaſgow-at his quarters, a little after Martinmaſs for 
laſt bypaſt, in a very remarkable manner; for the I] tle 
houſe that was deſigned to him for his quarter, be- Iſtr. 


ing John and Andrew Cunninghams their mother's | wh 
houſe; ſhe hearing thereof, left her houſe on ſet I hir 
purpoſe, to ſhift him, that night he was going to I pre 


her: whereupon he hearing of her unwillingneſs, I [pz 
went not, at this very time ſhe was infected with I ne 


the plague, but not known to herſelf or any other, I ſpi 


whereof ſhe dies within two or three days of I} fat 
thereby ; and her eldeſt ſon ſhortly after her : this 
paſſage of God's providence, was obſerved by ma- bis 


ny at that time. Some few months before he went ric 


to his quarters, he was much troubled with a great I hir 
EY {| hoaſt 
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hoaſt, and when he went into Glaſgow, be hoaſted 


up a great quantity of blood at ſeveral times, where- 
vpon he went to Edinburgh, and conſulted with the 
Doctors there; and thereafter, returned home here 
in the beginning of Zanuary,.1647. And within twen- 


I ty Jays thereafter, he was coming from the church 


on the Sabbath, he hoaſted up a great quantity of 
blood by the way, and all that week following, he 
hoaſted up much blood, every day twice at leaſt ; 
being eſtimate by divers, who ſaw it all, to their 
beſt knowlege, near the quantity of three quarts, 
in the ſpace of ten days, after which time, he hoaſt- 
ed nor up any quantity of more blood ; his melan- 


choly increaſed, he loſt all appetite, his body did 
daily extenuate; he had no mind or deſire to ſpeak 


but very ſparingly, as I ſhall ſhow hereafter : he 
aroſe daily, for the ſpace of fix weeks, but at laſt, 
his body being worn weak, he lay bedfaſt about 
the ſpace of fifteen days. Upon the 234 of March, 


1647, we found him grow ſenſibly weak, and ſent 


for Mr John Bell, Mr Ralph being here alſo; a lit- 


tle after nine at night, he recollected his whole 


ſtrength, and thought to have gotten to his feet, 
which failing him; he requeſted Mr John to take 


him up, and after they helped him on his feet, he 


preſently ſwerved, and ſettled down in his bed, and 
ſpake no more: and at laſt, being lying in my arm 
near by the ſpace of an hour; he yielded up his 
ſpirit to him that gave it, about ten at night, the 
id 23d of March, being the 271% year of his age. 


Precious in the light of the Lord (I am ſure) was 


his death, Glory to that everliving Lord for his 


rich grace and mercy, manifeſted ſo evidently to 


him, both in life and death, 


F ollows - | 
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Follows fome ſpecial favours, and moral virtues 


und rich graces ; diſpenſed, and - 67g to him 5 
the Lord, as follows. 


God in his old and 8 having ſ. 


diſpoſed, did qualify him with a number of excellent 


and rare moral parts; ſuch as I, and 1 believe fe; 
| other, have ever remarked the like in-any, all concur 
ring in one in ſuch an eminent Way; as firſt, I do de- 
clare and proteſt, that all the time of his life, [ never 
ſaw him in a paſſion of anger, but always in a ſweet and 
mild diſpoſition: I may truly affirm, there was not a 


man of a meeker ſpirit in Britain, 2. He was a come- 


ly, and a trim perſon af a man; and known, to be 
of a ſtout, and manly diſpoſition, without any ſhew 
of oſtentation, or of a vain carriage. 3. He was of a 
good and ſolid wit, with few words, his inclination 
being very referved, and poſed. 4. He was very 
ſober, both in his apparel, and ordinary diet. 5, 
* He was a man known to be moſt chaſte, I may ſafe- 
ly declare and affirm, that to my beſt knowlege, he 
was aCtually. as chaſte that night he died, as that 
night he was born of his mother; I think there be 


none living, that ever heard or ſaw any thing to the. 


contrary. 6. It. pleaſed God, to keep him from a 
baſe covetous earthly diſpoſition; all wh knew him, 
that ever I ſpake wih, gave him that teſtimony, that 

he wes as free from all covetous, unjuſt, violent 
and deceitful ways, all his time of being in the pu- 
blic ſervice, as any that ever they knew. 7. He was 

one who was very affectioned, and loving to theſe 
with whom he was familiar; a man very hun. dle; 
and of a merciful, and charitable tion. And 

laſtly, as the garland, and capertone above all ut 
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reſt ; FP had the knowlege, love and fear of God 
in bis heart, in a good meaſure; but eſpecially, ; 


theſe twelve months bygone, and more. 


It pleaſed the Lord of his good pleaſure, by 85 | 


ſpecial inſtinct of his Spirit, to ſet him on work, in a 


more nor an ordinary way of pains, and diligence 1 in 


his worthip and ſervice; eſpecially in reading the 
ſcripture, and in prayer (wherein he had no weary- 
ing) but ever ſtill the greater delight and pleaſure : 
he was ſundry times, by divers who loved him, dif- 


ſuaded from ſuch a continued benſal in theſe exer- 
ciſes, left he might hurt and wrong his body; but, 


no advice in that kind could prevail with him, the 
Lord having another work with him, nor we were 


aware of, Theſe who knew him well, knew theſe 


things to be true ; I may add one true word fur- 


ther, That he was a man well beloved, and reſpec- 
ted by all who knew him, and were acquaint with, 
bim; ſo that I am confident his name has a flagrant 
ſmell, whenever it is named, or ſpoken of. Honour 


and praiſe to that omnipotent Lord, for his unſpeak- 
able goodneſs towards him. 


have thought good to draw up alſo, ſome few . 
of his petitions and expreſſi ions, in the time of bis 


fichnels. 
All the time of his life in health, he had not an 


inclination to ſpeak much, much lefs had he a de- 


fire to ſpeak any in the time of his ſickneſs; partly 
by reaton of his melancholy that abounded, and 
partly, by reaſon of the pain and weaknels of kis 
lungs He ſaid to me one day, being earneſt with 
him that he ould. ſpeak to me, that I behoved to 
Gilpenſe with his not ſpeaking ſo oft to me as 1 

would; 
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2 would, in regard of his weakneſs and inability; and 
deſired me, that I might perſuade myſelf, it would 
be well with him, and that upon good grounds. He 


had frequent communing with God, being his alone, 


and many ſweet petitions were daily preſented by 


him to the throne of grace; he cauſed his ſiſter Ann 
read now and then, ſome portion of ſcripture to him. 

Being his alone in the chamber, and the door cloſ- 
ed, I heard him have theſe ſhort and cutted petiti- 


ons; Lord refreſh my ſpirits, and comfort my wea- 
ry ſoul, make me cheerful and glad in thyſelf. Lord, 
make my bed to me in my trouble, Lord remove 


this ſtupidity, and ſenſleſsneſs of foul from me. Be 


not angry with me Lord, put-away my ſins, and 


ſpeak peace to me; Lord, carry me aloft on eagles 
wings, that I may mount up. 

Mr James Fergushill enquired one day, if the af. 
fections of his tender parents, and the love of friends, 
and his own. youth, were not ſome counterbalance 


to ſway his mind, as not to deſire yet to remove 


out of this life ; he anſwered, that all theſe had no 
great weight ro move him, that he ſhould deſire to 
live : then he ſaid, O earth, earth, thou art little 


ip my eyes. He ſaid to me another day, that al- 


ough the power of life were in his own hand, he 


would rather chooſe to die nor live, for he ſaw no- 


thing in this life of that worth, wherefore he thould 
deſire to live. John Cumming his couſin, and his 


ſiſter, heard him in prayer at divers times, have 


theſe words and petitions following. 
Many a time thy face has ſhined on me, neverthe- 
leſs if it be thy will to withdraw thyſelf for a time, 


I am content; but faith and I ſhall hing upon thee, | 


but I know my God will not forſake me. 
One 
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One day after ſome words of prayer, he burſt out 


into lively praiſes, and in end, he had theſe words; 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, I will follow the Lamb where- 
ever he goes. And at another time, they heard him 


ſay at the cloſe of ſome petitions, Now Lord, I will 
ſay no more, but I will reſt my ſoul upon thee, i in 


whom I have believed, and whom I have ſerved, 


and with whom I have had many noble days, and 


joyful hours. He had ſundry other ſhort, and ſweet 


expreſſions to divers who did viſit him, which 1 


ſpare to write. 


His mother and I, being ſitting beſide him on a 


Sabbath-day, he gave us a wiſe and wholeſome ad- 


vice, in ſome things that concerned us, he beſought 


us both to live in the fear of God, and in love one 
towards another; he requeſted her to read the ſcrip- 


ture more frequently, and to pray oft ; he exhorted 
me likewiſe to ſundry duties, which 7 pray God, I 


may make uſe of. Among other Chriſtian duties, 
the little money that he had, he left it all to his two 
eldeſt ſiſters, and to ſome others of his neareſt friends, 
who ſtood moſt in need of it; which according to 
his will, after his burial, was divided and diſtributed, 


The author of the memoirs, whe a dying made 


. igns, which his friends took for his wanting pen 


and ink; when brought him, he wrote with his own 


| hand, 2 heart is fully praiſe ing God. 


FINTIS. 


Note, By a miſtake, JOHN inſtead of JAMES in the- running 
title, is printed from the beginning til about the middle of the 
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